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The Center for Civic Education “Almenda” (CCE “Almenda”) is a public organization,
which was registered in Yalta in 2011. Before 2014, the priority direction of the
organization’s activity was education in the field of human rights. In 2014, due
to the occupation of Crimea, the organization was forced to move to Kyiv. Today,
the priority directions of the organization’s activity are ensuring the systematic
collection of accurate, timely, verified data regarding brutal violations committed
against children in situations of armed conflict.

During the preparation of monitoring reports, CCE “Almenda” is guided by the
principles of objectivity, accuracy, and timeliness.

More details about the Center for Civic Education “Almenda”: http://almenda.org

Contacts for comments and suggestions
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SUMMARY

The Russian Federation continues the purposeful policy of destroying Ukrainian
identity and militarizing children, who remained in the temporarily occupied ter-
ritories of Ukraine. The actions of the Russian Federation are aimed at the com-
plete assimilation of population of the occupied territories and the formation of
children’s desire to support the armed forces of the Russian Federation, including
the voluntary enlistment in army of the Russian Federation upon reaching the con-
scription age.

For the monitoring period of April-July 2023, the following tendencies can be iden-
tified:

There was active speculation by the Russian authorities on the topic of the so-
called “Great Patriotic War”, which the Russian authorities cynically use to jus-
tify the current aggression against Ukraine. In particular, the following events
were celebrated in the temporarily occupied territories:

April 19 - “The All-Russian United Action Day in Memory of the Genocide
of the Soviet People by the Nazis and their Accomplices during the Great
Patriotic War” (hereinafter referred to as “United Action Day”)

May 9 - Victory Day

June 22 - The Day of Remembrance and Sorrow (the day of the invasion
of Nazi Germany and its allies into the USSR)

June 29 - Partisans and Underground Fighters Day

In total, the monitors of the CCE “Almenda” counted 36 types of campaigns ded-
icated to May 9 in the institutions of extracurricular, pre-school, general school,
and higher education in the Russian Federation and in the temporarily occupied
territories. The organizers were the authorities and youth organizations subordinate
to them. Public events dedicated to the above-mentioned dates were held with the
use of Russian state symbols, banned in Ukraine and a number of EU countries,
namely - St. George’s ribbon, as well as the involvement of active military person-
nel of the Russian Federation.

Events dedicated to the “Russian Language Day” on June 6 and “Russia Day”
on June 9 were actively held, especially in the temporarily occupied territories
of Zaporizhzhia and Kherson regions, where numerous celebrations with pres-
ence of Russian state symbols were held for children. It is also important to
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note the increased use of Russian state symbols at public events, as well as in
educational institutions.

It is planned to increase the number of children from the temporarily occupied
territories, who will rest in Russian camps in summer 2023.

The pressure regarding the passporting of residents of the temporarily oc-
cupied territories of Zaporizhzhia and Kherson regions is increasing — a de-
cree was signed allowing the deportation of those Ukrainians who refused to
acquire Russian citizenship.1 Also, Russian occupation administrations of the
temporarily occupied territories of Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions threaten
to deprive children whose parents refuse to receive Russian documents of the
opportunity to study at school.

The deepening of cooperation between the occupation administrations of the
temporarily occupied territories of Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions with the
temporarily occupied Crimea indicates the implementation of “Crimean sce-
nario”2 of the destruction of Ukrainian identity in the mentioned territories.
Agreements on cooperation are concluded between the “departments” of the
territories, youth exchanges are actively stimulated, joint events are held, in-
cluding those dedicated to “Victory Day”.

Children and youth from the temporarily occupied territories of Zaporizhzhia
and Kherson regions were actively invited to educational events on the ter-
ritory of the Russian Federation (in Kamchatka, the city of Tula, Krasnodar
Krai etc.), where participants discuss topics related to patriotism, Russian
civic identity, and involvement in professional and social life in the Russian
Federation.

In the temporarily occupied territories of Zaporizhzhia and Kherson regions,
children continue to be involved in the activities of children’s and youth organ-
izations of the Russian Federation, and in occupied Berdyansk the initiation of
children to the organization “Orlyata of Russia” was held.

The actions of the Russian Federation, recorded in this monitoring report are vio-
lations of:

Article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which establishes
that education shall be directed to the full development of the human person-
ality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental

1 http://www.kremlin.ru/acts/news/71008
https://web.archive.org/web/20230714172100
2 More details about the “Crimean scenario” can be read in the analytic report by CCE “Almen-

da” for 2022: https://almenda.org/analitychnyy-zvit-universalnyy-soldat-2022-2023/
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freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance, and friendship among all
nations, racial or religious groups.

Article 13 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, which also actualizes the problem of education.

Article 20 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which stip-
ulates that any propaganda of war must be prohibited by law.

Article 29 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which indicates that
children’s education should be aimed at preparing them for a conscious life in
a free society in the spirit of understanding, peace, tolerance, equality of men
and women, and friendship between all peoples, ethnic, national, and religious
groups, as well as persons from the indigenous population.

Articles 38, 39 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which regulate the
protection of children during war.

Article 50 of the Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
Time of War (IV Geneva Convention), which prohibits the occupying power, in
particular, to enlist children in formations or organizations subordinate to it.

Article 51 of the Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
Time of War (IV Geneva Convention), which prohibits propaganda of voluntary
enlistment into the armed forces of the occupier state.

METHODOLOGY

This monitoring report covers the period from April 1 to June 30, 2023.

Areas of study: militarization of children in the occupied territories, involvement
of children in actions aimed at supporting the armed aggression of the Russian
Federation against Ukraine, destruction of Ukrainian identity, assimilation of the
population of the occupied territories, destruction of Ukrainian education system.

Geography: temporarily occupied territories of Zaporizhzhia and Kherson regions,
Autonomous Republic of Crimea, and the city of Sevastopol.

The exclusion of the so-called “Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics” is due to
the fact that the systematic destruction of Ukrainian education in these territories
and cultivation of loyalty towards the Russian Federation has been carried out since
2014, but according to a different scenario than in Crimea.

The occupied Crimea immediately “became a part” of the Russian federation, and
during all 9 years of occupation, the top leadership of the Russian Federation em-
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phasized the fact that this subject of Ukraine belonged to Russia. In contrast, the
situation with temporarily occupied territories of Donetsk and Luhansk regions was
radically different — despite numerous factual evidence, until 2022, the Russian
Federation persistently denied any influence on the leadership of the quasi-repub-
lics, therefore, the educational policy in these territories was carried out according
to the “hybrid” scheme, the content of which significantly differed from the “Crime-
an scenario” (the “Crimean scenario” is described in detail in the report of the CCE
“Almenda” for 2022),> which is currently being implemented in the territories of
Zaporizhzhia and Kherson regions, controlled by the Russian Federation — as stat-
ed by the occupying “head” of Crimea Sergey Aksyonov. Therefore, the monitoring
includes these specific regions as an example of the implementation of the policy
of destroying Ukrainian education, which has already been implemented in Crimea.

The monitoring is based on the following data:
Information from state authorities of Ukraine.

Reports by public organizations.

Information from open sources of the temporarily occupied territories,
namely:

Information posted on the official websites and official pages in social
networks (including VKontakte social network) of the so-called “Minis-
try of Education” of the temporarily occupied territory.

Official statistical data of the Russian Federation.

Information posted on websites of secondary schools in the temporar-
ily occupied territories.

Publications of local mass media outlets of the occupied parts of
Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions, Autonomous Republic of Crimea,
and the city of Sevastopol.

Information published in social networks.

RESTRICTIONS

For this study the authors used only the sources available to them. Work with
sources and analysis of information continued until July 7, 2023.

Information and reports that could not be verified as of the date of publication of
the report were not included in this monitoring report.

3 https://almenda.org/analitychnyy-zvit-universalnyy-soldat-2022-2023/
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To write the report, the authors used the data found in the social network “VKon-
takte”. This is due to the fact that after the full-scale invasion of the Russian Feder-
ation into the territory of Ukraine, most of the information from the representatives
of the occupation authorities was published on this social network, therefore it is
now actually the only possible source of access to obtain the required data. The
same considerations drove the use of the Russian sources and the sources of the
temporarily occupied territories.

The information presented in this report is aimed at recording the crimes of the
Russian Federation and fighting against the disinformation spread by it.
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ALL-RUSSIAN
TENDENCIES

During the monitoring period of April-June 2023, a number of all-Russian events
took place, mostly in the law-making area, which significantly influence the pro-
cesses in the Ukrainian territories occupied by the Russian Federation.

First of all, the President of the Russian Federation Vladimir Putin approved the
strategy of “Complex safety of children for the period until 2030”, which provides
state support for the creation of content for children, which is aimed on “preserving
traditional Russian spiritual and moral values”, and “protecting children from exter-
nal destructive informational and psychological influence”.
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The strategy also stipulates “spiritual and moral, civic and patriotic education of
children (based on historical and modern examples)” by supporting “socially sig-
nificant initiatives aimed at the formation of all-Russian civic identity in children
as they age, including the voluntary movement”. The result of the implementation
of this strategy should be an increase in number of youth audiences using Inter-
net content aimed at “strengthening all-Russian civic identity and spiritual-moral
values”* In general, the provisions of this strategy confirm the tendencies of even
greater isolationism of the Russian information space and the increase in informa-
tional pressure on children in the zone controlled by the Russian Federation.

Vladimir Putin signed the Law on the integration of the temporarily occupied
territories of Zaporizhzhia, Kherson, Donetsk, and Luhansk regions into the Rus-
sian sports system, which gives the same preferences regarding funding as es-
tablished in the Russian Federation, and sportsmen and coaches will be able to
participate in competitions at the All-Russian level and will be eligible for related
payments.®

To stimulate the education of children according to the Russian standards, the
Prime Minister of the Russian Federation Mikhail Mishustin signed a decree that
diplomas issued in the territories of Ukraine occupied by the Russian Federation will
be entered in the Federal Register, which should encourage young people to enroll
in Russian higher education institutions.®

Also, according to the order of the Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation,
from June 6, 2023, Nikolai R. Toivonen from Saint-Petersburg State University of
Economics was appointed rector of MSU.”

There were also changes in the curriculum. It is planned to return works of Sovi-
et times to lessons of Literature, which should strengthen the “educational focus
of the subject”. According to preliminary data these will be: “The Hot Snow” by
Yuri Bondarev, “The Young Guard” by Alexander Fadeyev, “Brest Fortress” by Ser-
gei Smirnov, “Son of the artilleryman” by Konstantin Simonov, “How the Steel Was

4 http://publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/View/0001202305170008?index=13
https://web.archive.org/web/20230714172405/http://publication.pravo.gov.ru/Document/
View/0001202305170008?index=13

5 https://tass.ru/sport/18065791
https://archive.ph/nuBng

6 https://t me/Genichesk ru/4815
https://web.archive.org/web/20230714172834/https://t. me/Genichesk ru/4815

7 https://t me/BalitskyEV/1163
https://web.archive.org/web/20230714173156/https://t. me/BalitskyEV/1163

8 https://vk.com/sevobrazovanie?w=wall-177557250_ 20724

https://web.archive.org/web/20230716050422/https://vk.com/sevobrazo-
vanie?w=wall-177557250 20724
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Tempered” by Nikolai Ostrovsky, “Tales from the Don” by Mikhail Sholokhov, “The
Russian Character” by Alexei Tolstoy.®

A new unified History textbook for 11" grades was introduced at the All-Russian
educational marathon “Knowledge. First”.}° Also in Russia, textbooks are being pre-
pared, in which it will be told about the so-called “Special Military Operation”, as
told by the Minister of Education Sergey Kravtsov:

’ These are the textbooks about the causes and goals of the Special Military
Operation, about the de-Nazification, demilitarization - it is important to
speak about this, especially since this is high school, this is contemporary
history. As soon as we win, these paragraphs will be added to the History
textbook.!!

A new textbook on “Fundamentals of Life Safety” for 10t"-11%* grades was present-
ed by “Prosveshcheniye” publishing house at the international forum of education
ministers “Shaping the Future”. Great attention is paid to the preparation of young
high school students for the service in the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation:
program provides for formation drill and salutation, learning the rules of dealing
with infantry setting, actions in battle and providing first aid.*?

As a part of the All-Russian patriotic forum “Your Hero”, in the Moscow Victory Mu-
seum, the concept of patriotic education of the Russian movement of children and
youth “Movement of the first” was discussed.

” It is very important that we would be able to educate mature, independent
personalities, persons who will be able to make a choice based on their inner
position, including in the conditions of the aggressive struggle for our chil-
dren’s worldview that is currently going on. So that under any circumstances
they would choose their country, its interests, lived and worked in the name
of their Fatherland © first deputy head of the board of “Movement of the
First” Natalia Mandrova.’®

9 https://www.solidarnost.org/Blog/igor-karaulov/sovetskaya-klassika-vozvraschaetsya.html
http://surlli/jtlke
10 https://vk.com/monmrk?w=wall-148027165_4813
https://archive.ph/tPaS0
11 https://vk.com/sevobrazovanie?w=wall-177557250_20886

https://web.archive.org/web/20230714174425/https://vk.com/sevobrazo-
vanie?w=wall-177557250_20886
12 https://aif.ru/society/education/prosveshchenie_predstavilo_uchebnik_obzh_s_nachalnoy
voennoy_podgotovkoy
https://web.archive.org/web/20230714174705/https://aif.ru/society/education/prosveshche-
nie_predstavilo_uchebnik_obzh_s_nachalnoy_voennoy_podgotovkay

13 https://pobedarf.ru/2023/06/13/pervye-predstavili-konczepcziyu-vospitaniya
https://web.archive.org/web/20230714174957/https://pobedarf.ru/2023/06/13/pervye-pred-
stavili-konczepcziyu-vospitaniya/
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In the Glazov State Pedagogical Institute named after V. G. Korolenko, in Udmurt
Republic, as a part of the state task, a scientific study «Development of a model of
university session as a form of integration of participants in educational relations
of new subjects of the Russian Federation into the national education system» is
being conducted, which involves the development of the substantive and procedur-
al core of the program of university sessions.'*

After the events with PMC “Wagner” that took place on June 24, 2023, a number of
organizations expressed their support to the president of the Russian Federation,
such as pedagogical team of Henichesk School No. 2,'> the head of the regional
headquarters #MYVMESTE (#WeAreTogether) in Zaporizhzhia region Kristina Par-
askan,'®* employees of the Ministry of Youth Policy and Sports of Kherson region,
headed by the Acting Minister Elvira Vitrenko, such movements as “I-Kherson”,
“Youth of Skadovsk”,}” “Young Guard of the United Russia”,*® “Young Army” with
the head of the Crimean regional headquarters Sergey A. Gavrilchuk,!® as well as
children’s camp “Artek”.2°

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE «CRIMEAN SCENARIO» IN
COOPERATION OF THE TEMPORARILY OCCUPIED
CRIMEA AND SOUTH

A number of joint events were held to exchange experience between the occupation
administrations of Crimea and Southern Ukraine. In temporarily occupied Sevas-
topol, the initial stage of the training program for government executives from the
temporarily occupied Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia and Kherson regions - a total

14 https://vk.com/wall-1073045_9979
https://web.archive.org/web/20230714175318/https://vk.com/wall-1073045_9979

15 https://t me/Genichesk_ru/5830
https://web.archive.org/web/20230714175439/https://t. me/Genichesk_ru/5830

16 https://t me/YugMolodoj/6581
https://web.archive.org/web/20230714175651/https://t. me/YugMolodoj/6581

17 https://t me/minmolsport ks/2396
https://web.archive.org/web/20230714175950/https://t. me/minmolsport ks/2396

18 https://t me/mger 84/146
https://web.archive.org/web/20230714180302/https://t. me/mger 84/146

19 https://vk.com/yunarmy_region82?w=wall-214017257 246

https://web.archive.org/web/20230714180555/https://vk.com/yunarmy_re-
gion82?w=wall-214017257 246
20 https://artek.org/press-centr/news/vmeste-s-rossiyay-vmeste-s-prezidentom/
https://web.archive.org/web/20230714180847/https://artek.org/press-centr/news/vmeste-s-
rossiyay-vmeste-s-prezidentom/
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of 870 representatives of local self-government were invited to lectures at the
Sevastopol State University.?!

The republican forum of patriotic education was held at the Crimean Federal Uni-
versity, where the agenda included the role of a teacher in patriotic education of
children and youth. Representatives of state authorities, Crimean higher education
institutions, and municipal management bodies, and representatives of occupation
administrations of Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions, which “actively adopt the
experience of the temporarily occupied Crimea”, took part in it.??

Cooperation in the field of youth

On April 19, a work meeting of the employees of the so-called “Department of
Patriotic Education of the Ministry of Youth Policy and Sports of Kherson region”
with the head of “Crimea Patriot Center” Dmitriy Polkovnikov took place to create
“more favorable conditions for patriotic education of the youth of Kherson region”.
The meeting was timed to the date of the signing of the manifesto “On accession
of Crimea Peninsula, Taman Island and Kuban Region to the Russian Empire” by
Catherine the Great in 1783.2% The “Space of Opportunities #YugMolodoy” project
of “Russian Unity of Youth” of the temporarily occupied city of Sevastopol received
4.5 million Rubles for the development of the youth policy in the occupied part of
Zaporizhzhia region.?*

Representatives of Crimean public movement “Call of the Heart” visited a second-
ary school in Mykhailivka village, Kherson region. As Natalia, the coordinator of the
movement, reported, their main goal is “assistance to the servicemen and educa-
tional word with children who were instilled with a false understanding of history
and moral values during the years of the so-called “independence”. Soldiers of the
Russian army also spoke to the children.?®

On the eve of the Day of Children’s Public Organizations, which in Soviet times was
known as the Day of Pioneers, a teleconference between the local schoolchildren
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and their peers from Sevastopol was held at Skadovsk Secondary School No. 1.
One of the students of Skadovsk School No. 1 said that thanks to “Young Army” he
decided to connect his life with the Navy. Another student decided to serve in the
Russian power structures.?®

On May 22, the so-called “Ministry of Education, Science, and Youth of the Republic
of Crimea” held a joint meeting of the representatives of the guardianship services
of Crimea and Kherson region, at which agreements were made regarding the stay
of Kherson children in Crimean institutions (the so-called “Minister of Labor and
Social Policy of Kherson region” Alla Barkhatnova, and “the head of the Represent-
ative Office of Kherson region in the Republic of Crimea” Svetlana Zaporozhskaya
were present).?’

As a part of the “Great Russian Word” festival, a round table discussion was held
at the Municipal Budgetary Educational Institution “Yalta Secondary School No. 9”
on the topic: “Topical issues of modern education”, in which representatives of the
occupation administrations of temporarily occupied territories of Ukraine, as well
as members of the so-called “Council of Heads of Educational Organizations under
the Council of Ministers of Crimea” took part.?®

Henichesk School No. 1 and Simferopol Gymnasium No. 10 concluded a coopera-
tion agreement, the latter will share methodological developments with Kherson
teachers.?®

Humanitarian aid

As a part of the humanitarian mission, “Volunteers of the Victory” and the so-called
“State Committee of Youth Policy of the Republic of Crimea” sent “humanitarian
aid” to Kherson region in the form of 5,000 ribbons in the colors of the Russian flag,
intellectual games for children, copies of the Victory flag etc.*®
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Camps and recreation

On the eve of Victory Day, in temporarily occupied Crimea, the International Child
Center “Artek” held the opening of the camp session. The so-called “Rector of Meli-
topol Federal State University” Andrei Chuikov and the “dean of the specialized
faculty” took part in the event3!
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In temporarily occupied Yalta, Repub-
lican table tennis competitions from
the series of tournaments “Future of
Russia” dedicated to Russian Day took
place, where Kherson region was repre-
sented by three athletes.*?

The members of #YugMolodoy move-
ment - searchers from temporarily
occupied territories of Zaporizhzhia re-
gion and Crimea took part in the search
expedition for the remains of Red Army
soldiers, who died during the liberation
of the “Crimean Peninsula”. As a result
of participation in several search ex-
peditions, activists “decided to connect
their fate with forensics and already
this year to join the cadet corps of the
Investigative Committee of the Russian
Federation.®
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STATISTICS

The deportation of Ukrainian children to the territory of the Russian Federation and
Belarus continues, in particular, according to the National Anti-Crisis Management
of Belarus, 2150 children, including orphans aged from 6 to 15, were sent to the
so-called recreation camps and sanatoriums in Belarus.>*

At the same time, doctors sent to Kherson region from Russia conducted detailed
preventative medical examination for 15,278 children.?®> According to the results
of the examination, health problems were detected among half of children from
Kherson. About 8 thousand children require medical assistance. Another 500 have
problems that require serious surgeries, as reported by the so-called “head of the
regional government” Andrey Alekseyenko.*® In this context, medical examinations
are used as another mechanism for the relocation of Ukrainian children to the
Russian Federation.

Russification of Ukrainian children continues. According to the occupation admin-
istration of Zaporizhzhia region, in 2022, 865,000 textbooks were delivered to the
schools of Zaporizhzhia region, schools also received 300 computer classes and
110 school busses, it is planned to provide 10,000 vouchers for vacation in Russia.>”
On April 15, the registration of children for the first grade began in the temporarily
occupied territories of Zaporizhzhia region, it is expected that in 2023 there will be
about 4,500 new schoolchildren.®®

The head of the occupation administration of Kherson region, Vladimir Saldo, re-
ported that as of April 20, 2023, 58 primary youth organizations were opened in
Henichesk, more than fifty campaigns of municipal and regional levels were held,
more than 200 persons travelled for rest and study to children’s centers in Russia.>
During the first year of activity of the “Movement of the First” regional branch in
temporarily occupied Crimea, more than 20,000 children became its members in
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more than 300 primary branches created at the institutions of secondary, vocation-
al, higher and additional education.*

Regarding the number of graduates in 2023, the occupying government of Crimea
reported that in 2023, schools of temporarily occupied Crimea have about 30,000
graduates: about 9,000 11-graders and more than 20,000 9-graders.** On May 29,
2023, students of eleventh grades of secondary education organizations of Crimea
took part in Unified State Examination in the Russian Language, at which 8715
participants were present, the turnout was almost 99%.4’ The so-called “Minister
of Education, Science and Youth of Zaporizhzhia region”, Valentina Lavrik, reported
that about 100 graduates of 11* grades of schools in the temporarily occupied
territories of Zaporizhzhia region will come to Crimea to take the Russian Unified
State Examination (USE).**
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INDOCTRINATION

The measures to indoctrinate Ukrainian children continue in temporarily occupied
Crimea, which aims to impose Russian identity and create loyalty to the Russian
government.

CELEBRATION OF THE «VICTORY DAY» AS THE
INSTRUMENT FOR INDOCTRINATION

The so-called “Victory Day”, which is the main national holiday in the Russian Fed-
eration, was actively celebrated in Russia and in the occupied territories. The victory
in the “Great Patriotic War” was chosen by the government of the Russian Federa-
tion as the event that should unite Russian society, evoke a sense of pride for the
country and stimulate the formation of motivation to defend the Fatherland from
external enemies. The celebration began as early as April 2023 with the events
dedicated to the “United Action Day” on April 19 as a part of the project “With no
statute of limitations”, which distorts the history of World War Il and instrumental-
izes it to justify the current aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine
— for example, at the historical forum in 2022, the so-called “experts” of the project
talked about the “domination of neo-Nazism in Donbass”.*

The celebration of “Victory Day” itself on May 9 was held without mass events and
large-scale parades as it was in previous years, but mostly in the form of cam-
paigns and local initiatives: holding thematic forums, campaigns, and competitions
in educational institutions.

Forum

On April 18, 2023, the All-Russian historical school forum “Power is in Truth!” began
in the format of the Moscow - Simferopol video conference dedicated to the “Unit-
ed Action Day”* From the platform of the “Concentration Camp “Krasny” memorial
complex in temporarily occupied Crimea, the Minister of Education of the Russian
Federation Sergey Kravstov joined a live broadcast with the “Russia Today” TV studio,
where the second All-Russian historical school forum “Power is in Truth!” was held.*®
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Also, during Kravtsov’s visit to the temporarily occupied Crimea, the expert session
“Youth preserve the memory”, where children from the “Artek” camp discussed the
issue of preserving historical memory, educating the younger generation, holding
extracurricular classes “Conversations about the important”.#” Also, on April 19,
the “expert session” was held at Crimean Engineering and Pedagogical University
named after Fevzi Yakubov as a part of “Youth preserve the memory” All-Russian
campaign, dedicated to the “United Action Day”, which was attended by the “Move-
ment of the First”*8

Campaigns

The “Victory Windows” campaign was held, as a part of which participants decorat-
ed windows using drawings, pictures, photos and signs, St. George’s ribbons, pho-
tographs of veterans, flowers, red stars.*® Also, the “Ribbon of Victory” campaigns
were held,*® and the traditional campaign “Watch of Memory of Generations — “Post
No. 1” was carried out.

As a part of the “Watch of Memory of Generations — “Post No. 1” campaign, solemn
ceremonies were held at the memorials “Eternal Flame” in temporarily occupied
Simferopol (Students of MBEI “Simferopol secondary school No. 38”), in temporar-
ily occupied Yevpatoria (students of military-patriotic clubs and cadet classes), in
temporarily occupied Saky Raion (students of Cadet Corps of the Union of Veterans
of the Combined Regiment of the People’s Militia of the Republic of Crimea), in
temporarily occupied Bilohirsk (Young Army members), and in temporarily occupied
Feodosia.>!
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“Young Army” members parade in Bakhchysarai passed from the “Alley of Glory” to the
Monument to the “Fallen Partisans™>

As a part of the “Remember and tell” All-Russian campaign, the “Movement of the
First” members read poems and posted video performances on their pages in social
networks with hashtags of the movement in memory of those who died due to the
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“genocide of the Russian people in during the Great Patriotic War”.>* Also, the “Victo-
ry Gardens” campaign was held by “Movement of the First”, which involves planting
27 million trees in “memory of everyone who died during the Great Patriotic War”.>

On the eve of the celebra-
tion of the 78" anniversary
of Victory Day, the Municipal
Budgetary State Educational
Institution “Nyzhniohirsk
kindergarten “Rucheyok”
(Ukr. - “Strumochok”) held
the events within the frame-
work of the “Victory Day”
thematic week with the aim
of “cultivating of “moral and
patriotic qualities and the
sense of pride for one’s own
Fatherland” among the chil-
dren of preschool age”.*®

On the eve of May 9, the
MBSEI “Mykhailivka kinder-
garten “Solnyshko” (Ukr.

- “Sonechko”) held the com-
memorative event “lmmortal
Regiment”.>”
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On May 17, a district seminar on the topic “Development of patriotic education
among the children of preschool age through familiarization with culture and tra-
dition of their Fatherland” was held at the MBSEI “kindergarten “Polyanochka”.>®

The solemn lineup dedicated to the victory in the “Great Patriotic War”, which was
held at “Secondary School No. 1 named after Vasily F. Margelov” in the temporarily
occupied city of Krasnoperekopsk, was attended by the participant of the so-called
“Special Military Operation” with the alias “Morpekh” (“Marine”) and the mother of
the school’s graduate who died during the so-called “Special Military Operation” -
Anton Leshukov. Earlier, a commemorative plaque in memory of Anton Leshukov
was installed at the entrance to the school.>®
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Thematic competitions

In temporarily occupied Simferopol, the final of the zonal stage of creative competi-
tion “WE ARE THE HEIRS OF THE VICTORY!” was held among the school students, at
the republican stage of the competition, teams from the MBEI ESKG “Linguist” and
MBEI ESKG No. 15 will be presented. The competition is held “with the aim of at-
tracting the younger generation to spiritual values and the history of the Fatherland
(namely the Russian Federation), cultivating patriotism and respect for the feat of
the older generation”.®°

“WE ARE THE HEIRS OF
THE VICTORY!”
competition ¢!

“Victory is ours”
competition at CFU,
April 13 52
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In temporarily occupied Sevastopol, the “St. George’s Ribbon” volunteer campaign
was held. Students of 1% grade who wore St. George’s ribbons, banned in Ukraine,
were brought to the memorial of “Heroic Defense of Sevastopol”, so that children

could touch the history of victories of the “Great Fatherland”, namely the Russian
Federation.5®
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In Sevastopol, the festival of children’s creativity “Spring of Victory” was held on the
stage of the Palace of Children’s and Youth Creativity.>

As a part of the “VICTORY Classics” campaign, participants (individually or in a
group) read by heart poems by child authors of the campaign “Hero of my country”
from the bank of poems and posted videos of their performances on the “VKon-
takte” social network with the hashtags #[Bvxennellepsbix (#MovementOfThe-
First) #P00M (#RMCY) #Knaccukallobeabl (#VictoryClassics) #eporiMoenCrpaHbl
(#HeroOfMyCountry).8

The poems glorify the Russian army and Russia’s invasion into Ukraine on February
24, 2022.

Through historical pages of years gone by,
Echoes the voice of ancestors, heroes held high,
In human hearts, that voice won'’t ever die,

As long as Russia stands, it will not say goodbye.
Not twenty-second, but twenty-second’s embrace,
Not June at the threshold, but February’s grace,
That mirrored date, with six twos we face,
Awakens steel in us, an unwavering base.

The steel of our youth, the Russian world’s pride,
United we stand, just like the old times beside,
And behind our backs, watchful eyes reside,
Seeing the strength and wealth of our country’s stride.

On May 5, 2023, the final of the interre-
gional creative competition “We are the
heirs of the Victory!” was held for the 9"
time by the Interregional Public Organi-
zation “Russian Unity” under the patron-
age of the so-called “Head of the Repub-
lic of Crimea” Sergey Aksyonov, with the
support of the “Ministry of Education,
Science, Youth, and Health” and the “Min-
istry of Culture”, in which about 5,000
schoolchildren and students took place.®®
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As a part of the project “Gallery of cultural and historical glory of Sevastopol
“Great-Grandchildren of Victory”, Pryberezhne Agricultural College hosted a com-
petition, at which students presented their theatrical performances about the war.”

RUSSIA DAY IN THE TEMPORARILY OCCUPIED CRIMEA

Another holiday, which is used to form Russian identity among Ukrainian children, is
“Russia Day” celebrated on June 9. On this day, Russian state symbols are actively
used, children are involved in singing Russian songs. This can be seen, in particular,
from the celebration of Russia Day and the Day of Foundation of Sevastopol at the
Center for Psychological and Pedagogical, Medical and Social Help:

” We talk a lot about patriotic, moral, and spiritual education of children. To-
day’s event is special. From the point of view of pedagogy, we are moving to
a new level of education - formation of Russian identity. If you carefully look
at the presented exhibition, you will understand that the formation of Rus-
sian identity is something more serious and important - said the so-called
“Deputy Director of the Department of Education and Science of Sevastopol”
Stanislav Feoktistov.%®
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YOUTH MOVEMENTS

On May 19, the Russian Federation celebrated the “Day of Children’s Public Associa-
tions and Organizations” in honor of the Soviet “Day of Pioneers”, as a part of which
schoolchildren participated in various federal and regional events throughout the
week. Children organized exhibitions at schools: “From pioneers to children’s public
organizations”, took part in the game: “The Heirs of the Pioneers”, participated in the
campaigns “Generations in Movement”, “Parade of Paraphernalia” and in the meet-
ing “Leaders of the Movement”. Children also took part in the regional flashmob: “I
am part of a large children’s association...” / or “I am orlyonok (young eagle)” etc,,
talking about which children’s association they belong to and what they like about
it the most.®®

Children’s and youth organizations in the Russian Federation are also used as the
instrument for imposing Russian identity, therefore the main goal of the policy of
the Russian Federation regarding children’s and youth organizations is to cover
the largest possible number of target audiences so that every child is guaranteed
to receive a portion of Russian propaganda. The most active organizations in the
temporarily occupied Crimea are “Orlyata of Russia” and “Movement of the First”.

“"Orlyata of Russia”

On April 14, a regional seminar-workshop “Experience of implementation of the
program of elementary school students’ social activity “Orlyata of Russia” was
held at Gymnasium No. 24 in temporarily occupied Sevastopol, where teachers
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exchanged “best experiences” regarding the education of young “orlyata”. Children
dressed in military uniform performed at the event.”®

There were also propaganda events in a format of the telecast “WE ARE TOGETH-
ER!”, held between the members of “Orlyata” movement — students of 1%t grades,
advisors to directors on education and interaction with children’s public organiza-
tions MBEI “Siversk Lyceum” (Siversk city, Tomsk region), and MBEI “School No. 17”
(temporarily occupied city of Feodosia). Person responsible for the event — advisor
to the director on education and interaction with children’s public organizations
Natalia N. Markina.”*

In temporarily occupied Sevastopol, the initiation of first-graders to the ranks of
“Orlyata of Russia” took place: 370 schoolchildren from Schools No. 25 and 30,72
370 schoolchildren from the school No. 33, 450 elementary school students from
schools No. 23, 28, 29, 41, 58, Engineering school, Gymnasiums No. 5 and No. 24.74
Responsible persons — regional coordinator of the project “Navigators of childhood”
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in temporarily occupied Sevastopol Natalia Zagorodniaya and the curator of the
project “Orlyata of Russia” in temporarily occupied Sevastopol Natalia Koryaki-
na’®

Initiation to “Orlyata” at schools No. 3, 28, 29, 41, 58, Engineering school, Gymnasiums
No. 5 and No. 4 in the temporarily occupied city of Sevastopol.”®

Opening of the
thematic session of
“Orlyata of Russia”
in children’s camp
“Laspi”, in which

about 200 children
took part.””
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"Movement of the First”

According to occupation sources, during the first time of operation of the region-
al branch of “Movement of the First” in the temporarily occupied Crimea, more
than 20,000 children have already become its members, more than 300 primary
branches have been created at the institutions of secondary, vocational, higher, and
additional education.”®

To the “Victory Day”, “Movement of the First” members from the temporarily oc-
cupied Crimea took part in the project “Keepers of History” on the reconstruction
of memorial places, carrying out volunteer clean-ups in the territory of memorial
complexes and keeping an honorable watch near monuments.” The delegation of
“Movement of the First” in the temporarily occupied Crimea participated in the sol-
emn concert “For the peace! For our people! For Russia!” and the “Immortal Regi-
ment” campaign, and they also visited the iconic places of “Artek” ICC8° Participants
also prepared the following campaigns dedicated to Russia Day: the quest game ‘I
am a resident of a vast country”, the quiz “Unique Russia”, the interview “How well
| know Russia”, the online quest “Immense Fatherland” (in which participants are
provided with photographs of the iconic historical places of Russia), the video flash
mob “Congratulations to Russia” 8!

In the temporarily occupied city of Kerch, members of the movement (from the
specialized school No. 1 named after Volodya Dubinin, Schools No. 11, No. 12, No.
13, No. 15 named after the Hero of the Soviet Union Evgeniya M. Rudneva, Gym-
nasium No. 1 named after the Hero of the Soviet Union Ekaterina I. Dyomina) took
part in the following campaigns: “Memorial Candle”, “Victory Waltz”, “Immortal
Regiment in every school”, “Saint George’s Ribbon”, greetings of veterans “Victory
Windows” 82
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LEGITIMIZATION OF THE FULL-SCALE
RUSSIAN INVASION IN CHILDREN'S
MINDS

«LETTER TO A SOLDIER»

The All-Russian campaign “Letter to a soldier” continued in temporarily occupied
Crimea, during which students write letters of support to servicemen of the Russian
army.

“Letter to a soldier” cam-
paign at Gymnasium No.
24, the city of Sevastopol.
Responsible person - advi-
sor to the director on edu-
cation - Vasily Cheranev.®®

«CONVERSATIONS ABOUT THE IMPORTANT»

On April 17, at 08:30 Moscow time, in all educational institutions in Russia and
in temporarily occupied territories, on the air of Channel One Russia, the Russian
historian Aleksander Zvyagintsev conducted extracurricular lessons “Conversations
about the important”, which were dedicated to the “United Action Day”.8* At the les-
son children were told about “fascists” who seized power in Ukraine and for whom
the new “Nuremberg Tribunal” awaits.

Also in April, lessons were held on topics “Earth Day”, “Cosmonautics Day - we are
the first” and “Labor Day”. In May, the following lessons were held: “Victory Day.

” o«

Immortal Regiment”, “Day of Children’s Public Organizations”, “About Happiness”.
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Priests of the Russian Orthodox Church are also involved in the lessons. On May 15,
2023, the hieromonk Sava (Trynitko), the Abbot of the Church of the Holy Martyr
Porphyry under Alushta deanery took part in the lesson “Conversations about the
important” on the topic “Public children’s associations”. At the lesson father Sava
talked about “main family values”

SPECIALIZED LESSONS

Meetings with participants of the so-called “Special Military Operation” continued in
educational institutions, for example, cadets from the school No. 60 met with the
participant of the so-called “Special Military Operation” Konstantin Samoshyn,
who talked about “the importance and necessity of protecting the residents of
Zaporizhzhia and Kherson regions, and Donbas” ®’

On April 18, at the MBEI Guard School of Pervomayske Raion, the adviser to the
director on education G. Z. Suleimanova organized a reconstruction lesson on the
topic “With no statute of limitations” to the “United Action Day”. One of the slides
shows a soldier in a modern military uniform.88
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On April 19, on the occa-
sion of 240™ anniversary
of the adoption of the
manifesto on the ac-
cession of the Crimean
Peninsula to the Rus-
sian Empire, the class
hour was held on the
topic “Day of accession
of Crimea, Taman and
Kuban to the Russian
Empire”. The so-called
“assistant prosecutor of
the city of Simferopol” S.
0. Vlasenko was pres-
ent at the event.®
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CAMPAIGNS IN SUPPORT OF THE FULL-SCALE
RUSSIAN INVASION

The All-Russian campaign “Talismans of kindness” continued, during which school
students crafted talismans for Russian soldiers. In particular, it is mentioned about
the participation of the following educational institutions of the temporarily oc-
cupied Crimea: Gymnasium No. 1 named after Ekaterina Dyomina (Kerch), School
No. 7 (Yevpatoria), School No. 2 (Yevpatoria).®® In temporarily occupied Sevastopol,
master classes were held on weaving camouflage nets and making waterproof
bags for documents and gadgets for participants of the special military operation.®*

Young Army members of the 7-th grade of the “Sokol” (“Falcon”) detachment from
MBEI “Gymnasium named after N. Andreyev” together with their parents joined the
employees of the SBEI RC “Bakhchysarai special boarding school” and collected
humanitarian aid for servicemen, who take part in the so-called “Special Military
Operation”, in particular for their homeroom teacher Denis V. Krochak.>

A solemn announcement of re-
sults of the municipal patriotic
campaign “Worth the memory”
took place, which was held on
the initiative of “Navigators of
childhood” from the temporarily
occupied city of Yevpatoria. The
objective of the campaign was
“to demonstrate the succession
of generations of the Fatherland
defenders, to spread the informa-
tion about the heroes of the Great
Patriotic War and the Special Mil-
itary Operation, to promote the
strengthening of spiritual unity of
the Russian people”.*
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Glorification of «heroes» of the so-called «Special Military
Operation»

Cadets and students of Simferopol Academic Gymnasium, together with the em-
ployees of the Head Office of the Ministry of Emergency Situations prepared an
outdoor concert and greeted the participants of the so-called “Special Military
Operation”, who are undergoing rehabilitation in temporarily occupied Simferopol,
handing them presents, drawings, postcards, and letters with words of gratitude
and support.®

Children who rested in “Artek”
camp met with participants
of the so-called “Special Mili-
tary Operation”: Viktor Anosov
(ex-head of the military po-
lice of the so-called “DPR”),
who is currently the head of
the Crimean branch of “Union
of Donbas Volunteers”, and
Aleksander Kombarov - the
head of the “All-Russian As-
sociation of Veterans of the
Special Military Operation in
the Republic of Crimea”.*
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MILITARIZATION

STIMULATION OF THE CONSCRIPTION INTO THE
RUSSIAN ARMY

In order to encourage children to join the armed forces of the Russian Federation, a
campaign was held of the “Conscript Day” (April 8), in which Young Army members
and cadets from educational institutions of the temporarily occupied Crimea took
part. Children were introduced to regular and specialized samples of small arms of
the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation, with the combat qualities of the BTR-
80, exhibits of the Aviation Museum of the Red Banner Black Sea Fleet.®®

On May 3, 2023, a work meeting was held in the so-called “Military Commissariat
of the Republic of Crimea” between the so-called “Rector of the SBEI AVE RC KRIP-
PO” Aleksander N. Rudiakov and the newly appointed “Military Commissar of
the Republic of Crimea” Evgeniy G. Mashukov. During the meeting, problematic
issues in the teaching “Initial Military Training” in the educational organizations of
the occupied Crimea, the need to involve “reserve officers, including participants of
the Special Military Operation”, and conduct professional retraining for them as well
as for members of their families were discussed.*”

On June 29, 2023, for the first time in the temporarily occupied Crimea, a repub-
lican forum of young specialists of law enforcement agencies was organized as
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a part of the project “Zerkalo” (“Mirror”). Students of Crimean higher education
institutions and young employees of the organizations and units of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs, the Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation, the Ministry of
Emergency Situations, the Prosecutor’s Office, the Russian Guard, the Investigative
Committee, the FSIN (Federal Penitentiary Service), FMS (Federal Migration Service)
are participating. The event aims to consolidate the “system of patriotic education
during the period of conducting the so- Special Military Operation in order to imple-
ment the tasks of military-patriotic work”.%®

Cadet classes

In the temporarily occupied Crimea, the opening of the sports and recreation com-
plex — the second building of the cadet corps named after V. Istomin under the
Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation took place. The ceremony was
attended by Sergey Petrov - “head of the department of educational work of the
Investigative Committee”, Vladimir Terentyev - the head of the “main inves-
tigative department of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation in
Crimea and Sevastopol”, “governor” Mihail Razvozhayev, heads of the law en-
forcement agencies, veterans of investigative bodies, and participants of the so-
called “Special Military Operation”.*®

On May 26, a solemn cere-
mony of handing certificates
on completion of the 9% ca-
det grade was held, the cer-
tificates were handed by the
so-called “deputy head of
the Main Directorate - the
head of the department of
supervisory activities and
preventive work of the Main
Directorate of the Ministry
of Emergency Situations of
the Russian Federation in
the Republic of Crimea” Igor
V. Skurtul.1®
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On the eve of Russia Day, servicemen and employees of the Russian Guard of the
temporarily occupied Crimea carried out a complex of patriotic events for cadets
at Simferopol School No. 30 named after the hero of the Soviet Union Ashot A.
Amatuni.1°

On June 23, the “Depart-
ment of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs of the
Russian Federation in the
city of Sevastopol” held
the fifth graduation of the
cadet classes of the Sec-
ondary School No. 6.12
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Mandatory military training in schools

Starting from May 29, educational institutions of the city of Sevastopol began con-
ducting a five-day military training sessions with students of 10" grade, which is
a component of the mandatory subject “Fundamentals of Life Health”. The main
tasks of training are the formation of “moral, psychological, and physical qualities
of a citizen, required for military service, and the cultivation of patriotism, respect
for historical and cultural past of Russia and to its armed forces” 1%

A “School of future leaders” was organized in the “Patriot” park for a hundred stu-
dents of the Sevastopol College of Informational Technologies and Industry, in
which veterans of the so-called “Special Military Operation” took part. The training
was organized so that children were “not afraid of serving in the Russian army”. 14

“Young Army” (“Yunarmiya")

It is reported that since February 23, 2022, 53 instructors of “Young Army” detach-
ments have been voluntarily performing combat tasks in the so-called “Special
Military Operation”.1%°

On April 19, 2023, the spring
stage of the “Watch of Memory
of Generations - “Post No. 1” be-
gan, in which Crimean members
of “Young Army” actively partic-
ipated. Children carried on the
duty during the educational pro-
cess. Also, the solemn initiations
into the ranks of “Young Army”
took place.

Young Army members from
“Sokil” detachment from the MBE|
“Gymnasium named after

N. R. Andreyev ™%
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Initiation to “Young Army” in temporarily occupied Sudak®”

Initiation to “Young Army” in temporarily occupied Sudak %
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On April 15, in the temporarily
occupied city of Sevastopol,
“Young Army” members laid
flowers in honor of the 79"
anniversary of the liberation
of the city from German Nazi
invaders. A number of chil-
dren were awarded depart-
mental awards “Young Army
Valor - 3 class” 1%

On May 17, 2023, the “Sokil”
detachment of “Young Army”
from MBElI  “Gymnasium
named after N. R. Andreyev”,
headed by the advisor to the
director on education S. 5. Ma-
lyshev, took part in the unveil-
ing of the memorial sign “Our
Heroes”, dedicated to those
who died during the so-called
“Special Military Operation”.11°
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Military-patriotic games

On April 14, the sports-patriotic game “Zarnitsa” was held on the territory of the
“Artek” camp, which included the obstacle racing, as well as carrying the wounded
and the ammunition, overcoming obstacles, loading the magazine with dummy
rounds, assembling, and disassembling of Kalashnikov’s assault rifle, shooting at
targets as a part of the military-patriotic session “Glory should not fade, traditions
should live” 11!

“Zarnitsa” was also
held at the State
Public Institution of
Zaporizhzhia Region
“Vladimirovka Second-
ary School No. 107,
and it was dedicated
to the 101°* anniver-
sary of the formation
of the All-Soviet Pi-
oneer Organization
named After Vladimir
. Lenin.!t2
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MEMORY OF THE WORLD WAR Il AS THE INSTRUMENT
FOR MILITARIZATION

Exploitation of the memory of World War Il is also the instrument for the militariza-
tion of children and youth. For example, members of the organization “Volunteers
of the Victory” conducted the All-Russian game “IIST: Intelligence, Intuition, Speed,
Team”, which covers the topic of the achievements of Russia, in particular, about
its military victories.!

In temporarily occupied Simferopol, the military-sports competition “Victory-2023”
was held, dedicated to the 78" anniversary of Victory in the “Great Patriotic War”,
as well as in support of participants of the so-called “Special Military Operation”.
There were the following tasks: crossing the mine field and the “barb” barrier, dis-
assembling and assembling the AK-47 assault rifle, throwing grenades as a target,
shooting at targets with airsoft weapons.t

As a part of the “GRANDSONS OF HEROES” project, children of the temporarily
occupied city of Sevastopol are being trained in throwing grenades and identifying
the types of weapons from the Great Patriotic War times. On April 22, the academic
year at the battery school ended, 40 graduation certificates were issued, and more
than 200 schoolchildren became cadets of the second year of the battery school.}*®
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https://archive.ph/lh150
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The “Movement of the First” members from Sudak city district, who participated
in the “Memorial Candle” campaign dedicated to The Day of Remembrance and
Sorrow of June 22, 1941, visited the Fraternal Grave of the Soviet Soldiers. Also,
the specialist in organization of work in temporarily occupied Sudak took part in
All-Russian campaign “Fiery images of war” in the city of Henichesk.!'® 1000 can-
dles were lit during the “Fiery images” campaign in temporarily occupied Kerch by
the activists of the Russian Movements of Children and Youth “Movement of the
First” and “Volunteers of the Victory”.1*’

-
= s

Students from school No. 3 Renat Nafgutdinov, school No. 19 Elizaveta Grachova,
History and Social Studies teacher from school No. 19 Elizaveta |. Medvedeva, to-
gether with the representatives from 63 subjects of Russia, took part in the All-Rus-
sian thematic session “Young historians” in Volgograd, where they discussed the
problem of historical and patriotic education of schoolchildren, cultivation of the
“sense of patriotism and pride for one’s own Fatherland”.!!®
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Camps and recreation

In general, it is reported that during the period of the summer recreational cam-
paign 2023, it is planned to open twelve day camps in the temporarily occupied city
of Simferopol. Also, on May 27 — May 30 summer thematic platforms were opened
for students of the city at 34 secondary schools.}'® Children of Crimeans-partici-
pants of so-called “Special Military Operation” will be able to have rest in recrea-
tional camps for free at the expense of the local budget.}?°

The opening of

the children’s day
camp “Druzhnye
Rebiata” (“Friendly
children”) at the Sim-
feropol Correctional
School “Nadezhda”
(”Hope" 121

In the “Artek” children’s camp children discussed the issue of countering the falsi-
fication of history of the so-called “Great Patriotic War” with Vladimir Kiknadze -
the founder of the online newspaper “Science. Society. Defense”, deputy chief editor
of the “Military Historical Magazine”, corresponding member of the Russian Acade-
my of Science. In particular, the speaker talked about the connection of the “Great
Patriotic War” with the so-called “Special Military Operation”. The event took place
withing the framework of the propaganda project “With no statute of limitations”.}??
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In the “Alye Parusa” (“Red
Sails”) children’s recrea-
tional center, a military
sports session was held
for students of “Young
Army” units and cadet
classes of the temporari-
ly occupied Crimea.??3

In May, during three weeks, an educational program of the “Volunteers of the Victo-
ry” movement was carried out on the territory of “Artek” International Child Center,
in which children from the temporarily occupied territory of Zaporizhzhia region
took part.?* Also, children from the temporarily occupied territory of Zaporizhzhia
region participated in thematic session in “Artek” “Vivat, Russia! Vivat, Artek!” as
a part of the implementation of the international cultural and educational project
“WE are Russia”'®

In May, “Artek” hosted a session “Glory should not fade, traditions should live!” for
the formation of the “succession of generations in the preservation of historical
memory, respect for the veterans of the Great Patriotic War, for their feat in the
name of life”.!?® As a part of the “All-Russian military-patriotic gathering “Eternal
Flame 2023”, “Artek” was visited by the “Hero of the Russian Federation” Vladimir
Nedobezhkin, the head of the regional branch of the DOSAAF in the Republic of
Crimea Andrey Popov. Nedobezhkin and Popov told schoolchildren about military,
about the significance of preserving the historical memory and emphasized the
importance of the role of patriotism.*?”
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Patriotic excursions also continued. On April 13, the so-called “Department of Youth,
Sports and Tourism” and “Department of Education of the City of Simferopol” held
an event for students of the Simferopol School No. 35 - the author’s tour “to the
memorable places of military glory and valor of the city of Simferopol”.1?®

Students from the
“Tourists-guides” club,
headed by Olga V. Zo-
rina, made a trip to the
places of battles of the
partisan detachment
of the temporarily oc-
cupied Feodosia in the
years of the Great Pa-
triotic War.!®

The sphere of culture is also used for the militarization of children and youth. The
premiere of the Student Theater of the secondary vocational education system
of the temporarily occupied Sevastopol took place based on the rock-opera “The
Young Guard. Black January of 1943” by M. Dersky. The project was timed to the
80" anniversary of the creation of the “Young Guard” anti-fascist organization in
the city of Krasnodon. The play tells not only about the “feat of the Young Guards”,
but also about the “children who fought in Sevastopol underground fighters units
during the Great Patriotic War”.?*® In this way, the Russian Federation once again
normalizes and promotes the participation of children in military operations.

” When they had to show their courage, heroism, dignity, love for the Father-
land. So that they would understand and feel this. We broached this topic.
And children really picked up on this topic, understood it and lived through
it with us. | have a feeling that children left this play completely different
(c) the director Natalia Tkachenko.!3!
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DESTRUCTION OF THE UKRAINIAN
STUDIES ELEMENT IN EDUCATION AND
THE UKRAINIAN IDENTITY

RETRAINING OF TEACHERS

In general, the retraining of local teachers for teaching in accordance with the
standards of the Russian Federation continues. In particular, such an event took
place in Chuvashia.!*

. 1
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In Kherson region, five finalists of the competition “Leaders of the Resurgence.
Kherson region” received appointments to governmental bodies and educational
institutions of the region. Svetlana Chudnova, who worked for 20 years at Kher-
son School No. 31, is now a director of the educational institution with the profound
studying of History - a flagship school, in which the military-patriotic club “Heirs of
the Victory” will be created with the subsequent creation of cadet classes.!*?

132 https://t. me/brdVP/11053
https://archive.ph/L467E
133 https://xn--80aacozikhdplcgo5a0kwb.xn--bladbccegehv4ahbyd6o2c.xn--plai/news/tpost/

p842jgon41-sostoyalis-pervie-naznacheniya-finalisto
https://archive.ph/HpJgH



https://t.me/mgu_mlt/5406
https://t.me/brdVP/11053
https://archive.ph/L467E
https://xn--80aacozikhdplcgo5a0kwb.xn--b1adbccegehv4ahbyd6o2c.xn--p1ai/news/tpost/p842jgon41-sostoyalis-pervie-naznacheniya-finalisto
https://xn--80aacozikhdplcgo5a0kwb.xn--b1adbccegehv4ahbyd6o2c.xn--p1ai/news/tpost/p842jgon41-sostoyalis-pervie-naznacheniya-finalisto
https://archive.ph/HpJgH

53 «UNIVERSAL SOLDIER» to contents

WITHDRAWAL OF TEXTBOOKS AND BOOKS

The city of Voronezh sent books in Russian to the school library of the city of Hen-
ichesk. According to the principal of the School No. 3, Olga Karpenko, the delivered
books are a special need, since “schools of the region are switching to the Russian
education system”.’** The Russification of the youngest Ukrainian children contin-
ues through Russian bools, in particular, residents of Rostov region sent more than
fifty books written in Russian language to the kindergarten “Solnyshko” (“Little sun”)
in the temporarily occupied village Tarasivka, Kherson region: fairy tales and stories
by the famous Russian and Soviet writers: “Kolobok” (“Little Round Bun”), “Teremok”
(“Little Hut”), “The Tale of the Fisherman and the Fish”, “The Frog Princess”, “Ryaba
the Hen” etc.’*>
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The authors of the project “Library of the Russian Word of Zaporizhzhia region”,
Sergey Shuklin and Aleksander Zakharov, developed a book-crossing system for the
mutual exchange of useful literature in places of youth communities and student
spaces.?*®
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“Extremist” literature was
removed from the No-
votroitske library, most of
which talks about Holodo-
mor — for example, a book
by the American research-
er Anne Applebaum, who
received Pulitzer Prize for
the book about the Soviet
genocide of Ukrainians.'*’

Also, the Ministry of Education of the Russian federation created a study guide on
Ukrainian language for elementary school students in the temporarily occupied
territories, which continues the “best Soviet traditions of studying the Ukrainian
language”.’*®

COMPULSORY PASSPORTIZATION

In the temporarily occupied territory of Kherson region, eleven students of Henich-
esk Construction College received passports of citizens of the Russian Federation.
The documents were handed by the so-called “head of the department for working
with citizens under the Migration Department of the Main Directorate of the Min-
istry of Internal Affairs of the Russian federation in Kherson Region” Aleksander
Nochvin.’*® In temporarily occupied Henichesk, students at the School No. 2 who
reached the age of 14, were handed passports by the heads of the Migration De-
partment of the Main Directorate of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian
Federation.}*° At the same time, it was reported that students in temporarily occu-
pied Melitopol receive the school certificates without Russian passports.14
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In the temporarily occupied territories of the South of Ukraine, the occupation ad-
ministrations informed the parents that in case they don’t have Russian passports,
their children will not be admitted to school'#?, and in the temporarily occupied city
of Berdyansk, Russian documents of both parents and children are required for the
education of children in schools.1**

INDOCTRINATION

INFLUENCE ON DIFFERENT AGE CATEGORIES

Preschool educational institutions

On the Children’s Protection Day, “Volunteers of the Victory” showed children in the
pre-school camp a video message with greetings, filmed by servicemen of the army
of the Russian Federation in the frontlines, and then they presented the school with
comic books “Knowledge about the Heroes of the Special Military Operation”.24*

In Henichesk, the
“Skazka” (“Fairy Tale”)
Kindergarten No. held
the festive parade “This
Victory Day”%°
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Under the slogan “Love you,
my native land”, on June 9,
2023, the events dedicated to
the Russia Day were hosted at
the “Berdyansk Kindergarten
No. 37 “Poznayka”, including
the quest “In search of the
symbols of Russia”. 146 On
June 9, 2023, the “Botievo
Kindergarten No. 11 “Solny-
shko” also held the events
dedicated to the Russia Day

— children participated in
round dances with a birch tree,
played with a matryoshka doll
and a bear, listened to the
anthem of the Russian Feder-
ation.'#’

In the period from June 6 to
June 9, 2023, the “Melitopol
Kindergarten No. 99 “Zvez-
dochka” held a thematic week
“Russia, we are your children”
with the following activities: a
conversation “Our Fatherland
- Russia”, a quiz “A daisy is a
symbol of Russia”, a presenta-
tion “Cities of Russia”, paper
applique “A birch tree is a
symbol of the Russian land” }4®
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Youth policy

The integration of youth of the temporarily occupied South into the Russian space
is actively taking place. The “RosMolodyozh” (“Russian Youth”) federal agency al-
located 87,102,500 Rubles for the creation of youth centers in the temporarily
occupied cities of Melitopol, Berdyansk and Prymorsk.1*® “RosMolodyozh” is also
working on the concept of a new year-round educational center for young people
“Mayak” (“Beacon”) in the temporarily occupied territory of Zaporizhzhia region.?>°

Visits of representatives of Russian organizations to the temporarily occupied terri-
tories continue. The representatives of the Presidential platform “Russia - a country
of opportunities” met with young people of Zaporizhzhia region. The speakers were
the federal experts of the ANO “Russia — a country of opportunities”, as well as the
winners and the finalists of the managers’ competition “Leaders of Russia”. The
event was attended by the so-called “Deputy Chairman of the Council of the Minis-
ters of the Zaporizhzhia Region” Aleksey Lysov and the “Minister of Youth Policy”
Anton Tytskiy, who campaigned to join the Russian initiatives. 1>
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On April 30, at Skadovsk School No. 3, a regional stage of the third season of the
All-Russian Students’ Competition “Your Move” was held, which was included in the
range of the projects “Russia — a country of opportunities”.*>2

Activists of youth organizations of Zaporizhzhia region, with the support of the so-
called “Ministry of Youth Policy” held a “Color the future” campaign at the tempo-
rary accommodation point of the children’s recreational camp “Krasnaya Gvozdika”
(“Red Carnation”). Activists repainted the benches from the blue-and-yellow color
to the colors of the Russian flag.

” The criminal state of Ukraine daily shells our cities and villages - those
settlements that these people temporarily left from. Today we are painting
over the symbols of this state, and | find it very symbolic - volunteer Dmitry
said.'*

The so-called “Ministry of Youth Policy” held a round table discussion “Methodo-
logical instruments of interaction between educational and youth organizations”,
in which principals and teachers of Melitopol schools took part. Also, all pedago-
gists received merch in the colors of the Russian flag from the regional branch of
“Movement of the First” for students of their schools.!** In addition, on the “Day of
Reunification of Ukraine with Russia”, a festive event took place at the so-called
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“Ministry of Youth Policy of Zaporizhzhia region”, during which children tested their
knowledge of Russian history. 1>

Students of higher education institutions

Students of Melitopol State University named after Anton Makarenko (hereinafter
- MSU) won the “RosMolodyozh” contest. They received the grants and won more
than 10,000,000 Rubles for the implementation of their ideas.**®

The famous Russian politician,
writer and public activist Nikolay
Starikov visited the MSU, he talked
with the students about the so-
called “Special Military Operation”,
world relations and geopolitics in
general.’>” On April 7, the repre-
sentatives of “Battle Brotherhood”
from the city of Sevastopol visited
the university with the “humani-
tarian” mission.'*®
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The lecturers of the MSU Department of Humanities, Veronika Anashkina and
Konstantin Zhyriakov, took part in “All-Russian gathering of the Youth Club of the
Russian Historical Society” in Moscow. Among the winning projects, the project by
the lecturer of the MSU Department of Humanities Konstantin Zhyriakov “All-Rus-
sian Scientific and Practical Conference of Young Scientists “Historical Education in

the Liberated Territories” was chosen.>®
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Every Wednesday, the lecturer Igor Maslov conducts the lessons of courage at MSU.1%°

On the occasion of the Victory Day, MSU hosted the following campaigns: “No one
is forgotten, nothing is forgotten!”,'®! “lImmortal Regiment”,'5? “Wall of Memory”.16
Also, the “Eternal Memory” monumental stella was opened in honor of employees
and students of the university, who voluntarily went to the frontlines during the
Great Patriotic War.16*

159

160

161

162

163

164

https://t me/mgu_mlt/7603
https://archive.ph/ufwS0

https://t me/mgu_mlt/6086
https://archive.ph/C110x
https://t me/mgu_mlt/6616
https://archive.ph/xXcAH
https://t me/mgu_mlt/6634
https://archive.ph/7yalLU
https://t me/mgu_mlt/6604
https://archive.ph/jsELw
https://t me/mgu_mlt/6682
https://archive.ph/uktKr



https://t.me/mgu_mlt/5406
https://t.me/mgu_mlt/7603
https://archive.ph/ufwS0
https://t.me/mgu_mlt/6086
https://archive.ph/C11Qx
https://t.me/mgu_mlt/6616
https://archive.ph/xXcAH
https://t.me/mgu_mlt/6634
https://archive.ph/7yaLU
https://t.me/mgu_mlt/6604
https://archive.ph/jsELw
https://t.me/mgu_mlt/6682
https://archive.ph/uktKr

61 ‘ «UNIVERSAL SOLDIER»

to contents

&

Iﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁm

“Wall of Memory”.16¢
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On June 26, the members of the “United Russia” party awarded the most active
students of MSU with diplomas and presents, with the support of the vice-rector on
youth policy and international affairs Angelina Yarchuk.'®”

INFORMAL AND CULTURAL EVENTS

On April 9, with the assistance of the regional office of the “United Russia” party, a
screening of the film “Cheburashka” was held for children in Henichesk. Before the
film screening, a native of Kherson and the main character of the movie, Sergey
Garmash, addressed the audience and “urged the viewers to sincerely believe that
in the nearest future everything will be fine, Russia will definitely win, and all our
citizens will live a beautiful, wonderful and sunny life”.168

In April 2023, the “Ministry of Youth Policy of Zaporizhzhia region” organized the
screening of the first serial about the so-called “Special Military Operation” for the
demobilized students and the activists of public organizations. The “Mobilization”
serial was filmed by Vladimir and Ekaterina Agranovich in Donbas, it tells about the
events of February 2022.1%°

167 https://t me/mgu_mlt/7587
https://archive.ph/bwN4R

168 https://t me/VGA Kherson/8492
https://archive.ph/vMz91

169 https://t. me/YugMolodoj/5207

https://archive.ph/10mra



https://t.me/mgu_mlt/5406
https://t.me/mgu_mlt/7587
https://archive.ph/bwN4R
https://t.me/VGA_Kherson/8492
https://archive.ph/vMz91
https://t.me/YugMolodoj/5207
https://archive.ph/1Omra

63

«UNIVERSAL SOLDIER» to contents e

Students of 6% and 8" grades of the “Berdyansk Secondary School No. 3" visited the
Schmidt Museum with the excursion “Letters from the frontlines”.}”°

The ensemble of military-patriotic song “Katyusha”, together with the represent-
atives of #PeoplesFront in Zaporizhzhia region, delivered the humanitarian cargo
and held a concert for Russian soldiers who serve in Zaporizhzhia region.!”! Also,
as a part of the tour “The Great Victory: from Berlin to Mariupol”, the artists of
“MOSCONCERT” performed for children at temporary accommodation points.t”?

Henichesk Construction College hosted military-patriotic competition “Relay Race
of Memory”!”® At the temporary accommodation point for the residents of the
front-line territories, the “Sports South” Sports day was held, where children partic-
ipated in physical tasks and relay racing, passed the standards of the All-Russian
physical culture and sports complex “Ready for Labor and Defense”.}’* A “Simulta-
neous Chess Game Session”, dedicated to the 224" anniversary of Pushkin’s birth-
day and the Day of the Russian Language, was held at Skadovsk School No. 2. The
Ministry noted that the topic of spiritual, moral, and patriotic education of children
and youth was discussed at the event.}”®
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Students, management, and staff of Melitopol State University, as well as “Alpha”
detachment “Young Army” members from Zaporizhzhia region, took part in the quiz
called “I love the Russian language!”.l”®

Russia Day

On June 9, on Russia Day, the employees of the so-called “Ministry of Youth Policy
and Sports of Kherson region” held a patriotic guest game “Russia — My Father-
land!” for young people from Skadovsk and children “evacuated” from the cities of
Oleshky and Hola Prystan with the aim of military-patriotic education with the help
of games. "’

There were also thematic quizzes for Russia Day, such as, for example, “Russia - My
Fatherland!” on knowledge of the history, culture and state symbols of the Russian
Federation,'”® quest game “If there will be Russia - so will be me!”, thanks to which
children were introduced the geography of Russia, its fauna, history of the army
and navy.'”® On June 9, the final of the “I am a Russian soldier” took place, main
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goal of which was the development of children and teenagers in the study of his-
tory of the “Great Patriotic War”.18°

LY

Students of Melitopol School No. 13 joined the All-Russian campaign “Windows of
Russia”, which was held in the period from June 8 to June 12 on the occasion of
the Russia Day.!8!

Also, on the occasion of
the Russia Day, a draw-
ing contest “Russia is
my beloved home!” was
held with the support of
the “Young Guard of the
Russian Federation”.8?

Drawing contest “Russia
is my beloved home” in
Dniprorudne.&3
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The so-called “Prosecu-
tor's Office of Henichesk
municipal district” an-
nounced the results of
children’s creativity com-
petition “We are together!”
in temporarily occupied
Henichesk.?8*

".._.‘.,_;-'-‘L\"f‘:‘."‘""':ﬁ o
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On the eve of Russia Day,
“Volunteers of the Victory”
and “Movement of the
First” members visited
one of Melitopol kinder-
gartens, where they held
the campaign “Hands of
Russia”.!8>

184 https://t me/VGA Kherson/10743
https://archive.ph/loS41
185 https://t. me/YugMolodoj/6160

https://archive.ph/WoG51



https://t.me/mgu_mlt/5406
https://t.me/VGA_Kherson/10743
https://archive.ph/IoS41
https://t.me/YugMolodoj/6160
https://archive.ph/WoG51

67

«UNIVERSAL SOLDIER» to contents

186

187

188

189

190

Representatives of the #Yug-
Molodoy movement and the
“Young Guard of the United
Russia” handed out Russian
tricolors to residents of occu-
pied Melitopol.'®®

School students from Kher-
son'®” and Zaporizhzhia'®® re-
gions joined the All-Russian
flash mob “Anthem throughout
the country” and held a joint
campaign of performing the
anthem of the Russian Feder-
ation, dedicated to the Russia
Day, as well as singing the
Russian folk song “Horse”.*®°

Russia Day in Shyroke School,
Kherson region**°
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There were also sports activities on the occasion of Russia Day: in Novotroitske
hand-to-hand combat competitions,*°* a football match,'*? boxing*®®* and streetball
tournaments!®* were held. In Tavrychanka school, a number of sports activities on
the occasion of the Russia day were held.'*> On June 14, the Department of Youth
Policy and Sports held a streetball competition.t*®

Hand-to-hand combat
competitions in No-
votroitske'®”

Boxing tournament in

Novotroitske'®
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In Melitopol Rehabilitation Center, which is attended by about 50 children aged
from 4 to 17, a children’s party was held, which was dedicated to the Russia Day.'*°

“Victory Day”

Kostiantynivka Kindergarten “Raduga” (“Rainbow”) from Melitopol Raion?®® and i
Tavriysk School No. 35%°* took part in the “Windows of Victory” campaign.

On April 9, at the
“Kolos” stadium in
Skadovsk, the open
championship of the
Kherson Sports School
No. 1 in sports walking
among young boys
and girls born in 2009-
2010 and younger took
place, it was dedicated
to May 9.2
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On April 27, students of Azov State Pedagogical University, as well as students
from Berdyansk schools, participated in the fifth international historical campaign
“Dictation of Victory”, the aim of which is to preserve the memory of the “Great
Patriotic War”2% In the so-called “Melitopol Federal State University named after
Anton S. Makarenko” (hereinafter - MSU), students, cadets, lecturers, and “Young
Army” members of team “Alpha” from Zaporizhzhia branch participated in the cam-
paign.2*4
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In Henichesk, the presentation of the special issue of the “Rodina” magazine called
“Ours Great Patriotic” took place, which was timed to the day of the “liberation of
Donbas, Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions from the German Nazi invaders”.?°> On
May 9, the “Star of Memory” campaign was held in Henichesk, during which vol-
unteers handed out stars made by schoolchildren to residents and guests of the
city of Henichesk.2% Also, the unveiling of the new mural depicting the St. George’s
ribbon with the years of the Great Patriotic War on it took place in Henichesk.2%”
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The youngest residents of the occu-
pied Melitopol were involved in the
celebration of “Victory Day”.2%®

The activists of the movement “The
Strongest Nation of the World” |
Zaporizhzhia region” held the “Victo-
ry Work-out” for children, who rested
in the school camp.2®®

"CONVERSATIONS ABOUT THE IMPORTANT"
AND OTHER PATRIOTIC LESSONS

Stepanivka School No. 47 in the tem-
porarily occupied territory of Zapor-
izhzhia region held a “patriotic” lesson
on the occasion of the International
Bird Day.?!°

TR . 4

The State Budgetary Educational In-
stitution of Kherson region “Prymorske
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School of Skadovsk Municipal District” held the day of the object-oriented week of
History under the slogan: “The law does not manifest itself unless it is violated”.
Students of 5" - 8" grades participated in a competitive game “Fabulous Punish-
ments and Reality”, and also, children additionally worked with the pages of the
Constitution of the Russian Federation.?!!

On April 18, on the Day of Military Glory of Russia (Victory Day of the Russian sol-
diers of Prince Alexander Nevsky over the German knights on Lake Peipsi), “Second-
ary School No. 8” hosted the extracurricular activity dedicated to this event, where
students “expanded their knowledge of history and culture of Russia”.?*?
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On April 19, 2023, as a part of the United Action Day, “Okhrimivka Secondary School
No. 41" held the lesson “With no statute of limitations” in grades 5-11 in memory of
the genocide of the Soviet people by Nazis and their accomplices during the Great
Patriotic War.2!* The same lesson was held in Skadovsk School No. 1.2 Secondary
School No. 3 in the city of Skadovsk held a commemorative lesson “St. George’s
Ribbon - Symbol of Military Glory”, during which a teacher talked about the history
of appearance and formation of the symbol of the Russian military glory — a Ribbon
of Saint George. 2%°

The deputy governor of Kherson region Tatiana Kuzmich conducted the “Conver-
sations about the important” lesson at the school in Shchaslyvtseve village on the
topic “Earth Day”. In total, about two hundred “evacuated children” study at the
Shchaslyvtseve school, who are provided with benefits when entering the Russian
educational institutions.?¢

As a part of the project
“Conversations about
the important”, on April
10, a lesson dedicated
to Cosmonautics Day
was held at Skadovsk
School No. 3. %7 In
schools of Zapor-
izhzhia region, a
campaign to the Day
of Pioneers was held
called “Pioneer Coun-
try for All Times” .8
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RELOCATION OF CHILDREN AS THE INSTRUMENT FOR
REPLACING THE IDENTITY

Camps and recreation

The First Deputy Head of the Administration of the President of the Russian Feder-
ation, Sergey Kirienko, emphasized that recreation and rehabilitation of children is
the priority direction of the state policy of Russia. The task has been het to increase
the coverage of children from Kherson region with health and cultural programs
- in 2023, twice as many schoolchildren should rest in children’s camps than the
year before. Work is underway to organize camps at 82 regional schools, in which
developmental programs will be created.?'9

This summer, children from the Kherson region will rest in camps free of charge,
as stated by the so-called “head of the department of recreation and rehabili-
tation of children under the Ministry of Education” Irina Kuzmenko. Places of
recreation: Kaliningrad region, republic of Mordovia, Ryazan region, Krasnodar Krai,
Kabardino-Balkaria,?®*® Adygea.??* 185 children from Henichesk district came to
Adygea camp “Lan”.??2 On June 3, 120 children from Skadovsk went to have rest
in Gelendzhik, Krasnodar Krai.??* First 48 children from Berdyansk Raion went “for
rehabilitation” to Chuvashia, it is planned to host three sessions, and by the end
of summer 300 children will visit the camp.??* About 130 children from Henichesk
went for 21-day-long rest in Gelendzhik.??> 18 schoolchildren went to the expedi-
tion camp “We are the children of Volga”, which will take place in Yaroslavl region
in the National Park “Lake Pleshcheyevo”.22®

In Kherson region, it is planned to build the analogue of the Crimean international
child center “Artek”.??” As reported in the occupation “local department of educa-
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tion”, all 11 functioning schools of Skadovsk municipal region will have functioning
summer school camps. While developing the curriculum, teachers relied on the ex-
perience of the activity of the “Community of Orlyata of Russia” project and “Move-
ment of the First”: the series of lessons “Conversations about the important”, cel-
ebration of the Russian Language Day, raising the flag and teaching the history of
Russia.??® On June 5, an orthodox children’s rehabilitation camp was opened at the
Holy Trinity Church in Berdyansk.??® Large-scale events are planned in “Krasnaya
Gvozdika” children’s camp - several sessions under the auspices of the internation-
al child center “Artek”, including with the participation of the relocated children from
the temporary accommodation centers.?%°

Camps are also used as the instrument for the militarization of children. In par-
ticular, the officers of the so-called “Investigative Department of Russia in Kherson
region” visited the “Strilkove School of Henichesk Municipal District”, which func-
tions as children’s camp during the summer.2*! In the “Solnechnyi” camp based in
Yakymivka Secondary School No. 27232 and the school camp based in “Berdyansk
Secondary School No. 6” the “Letter to a Soldier” campaign was held. 3
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Trips

Minsk School No. 191 held a campaign “Garden of peace and creation”, in which
schoolchildren from Kherson region participated.?** Young people of the occupied
Kherson region also took part in the “Peak of Opportunities” forum, which took place
in “Nizhny Novgorod”.?* Young Army members from Kherson region took part in
sports quest held at the “YOUNG ARMY IS A FAMILY” All-Russian Young Army the-
matic forum in Moscow.2*®

Representatives of Zaporizhzhia region took part in the All-Russian session “Course
of a young fighter. Information front” that took place in Tula (Russian Federation),
at which 60 participants from various regions of Russia and the occupied territories
gathered. For 5 days, children discussed the following topics with the experts: fighting
against fakes, ideology of the future, personal brand, work in social networks.?*” The
#YugMolodoy activists from Berdyansk took part in festive events dedicated to the
holiday of the “Great Victory” in Nizhny Novgorod.?*® Also, on Victory Day, 10 activists
from Zaporizhzhia region went to Moscow.?*® A delegation from Zaporizhzhia region
participated in the Young Politicians Forum “Where Russia Begins” in Kamchatka.?4°
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Activists of the “Young Guard of the United Russia” from Zaporizhzhia region, to-
gether with children from regional branches in occupied parts of Kherson, Luhansk,
and Donetsk regions, visited Russian Governmental Institutions with excursions.?*
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Young people from Zaporizhzhia

. region took part in the All-Russian
L = stage of the “Russian Student
eTVvOBECHA Spring of Professional Education-

' ' al Organizations” (June 11-17 in
Khanty-Mansiysk)?*? and in All-Rus-
sian Youth Forum “SHUM” (“Noise”)
held on June 18-24 in Kaliningrad
region (topics: “Rural youth”, “Crea-
tive youth”, “I am a Patriot”, “Laborl-
sCool”).2#
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Also, young people from the occupied parts of Zaporizhzhia and Kherson regions
took part in the All-Russian specialized forum “Modern Security Systems — Anti-Ter-
ror’,2* the “Russian Student Spring” festival in Perm that was held from May 26 to
May 30,*° the educational forum “Public Initiatives of New Regions” 246 the All-Rus-
sian volunteers’ gathering “Kindness. Conference” (in Samara, June 5-10),2% the
festival of friendship, unity and harmony “Victory in Unity”248

11 1 = = [ S 4l ]
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A “Modern Security Systems — Anti-Terror” forum?+°
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“Victory in Unity” festival, Gelendzhik?*!
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MOVEMENTS OF CHILDREN AND YOUTH AS THE
INSTRUMENT FOR INDOCTRINATION

In the occupied part of Zaporizhzhia region, a regional branch of the All-Russian
youth public organization “Russian Student Detachments” was created, main task
of which is to educate young people patriotically and to involve students in labor
activities.?>? On May 1, members of “Russian Student Detachments” organized vol-
unteer clean-ups in the territories of schools, parks, and museum complexes.?>3

On May 29, a press conference was held at Henichesk Medical College, which was
dedicated to the development of youth policy in Kherson region for the “formation
of the correct civic position among young people”. The speakers at the event were
the representatives of the so-called “special ministries and agencies of the region”,
as well as the activists of youth movements: the head of the “I-Kherson” youth
movement Natalia Udaltsova, the head of the regional branch of the “Young

»

Guard of the United Russia” David Lobakin, the dead of “Suvorov Movement
Sergey Dubovik and the head of “Battle Brotherhood” Igor Telegin.?>*
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Activists from Zaporizhzhia region met with the representatives of the “United Rus-
sia” party from Krasnodar Krai, “Young Guard of the United Russia” and the #Yug-
Molodoy youth movement.?>

The first meetings of activists of the Russian Youth Union took place in Berdyansk.
This is the first time this organization is mentioned in the context of the temporarily
occupied territories.2°®

Orlyata of Russia

In the territory of the temporarily occupied South the “Orlyata of Russia” move-
ment, which includes the youngest schoolchildren, continues to develop. On May
13, the “Unity of Orlyata of Russia” session started in the “Orlyonok” camp. The
occupied part of Zaporizhzhia region was represented by the teacher and mentor
Margarita Dovzhenko.?*’

On May 189, the initiation of the younger grades into “Orlyata of Russia” took place in
Berdyansk school No. 6.2°¢

Volunteers of the Victory
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Activists of the regional branch of “Volunteers of the Victory” from Zaporizhzhia re-

gion, together with the environmental volunteers “Delay” (“Do”), “Movement of the

First” Russian movement of children and youth, and “Russian Student Detachment”,

took part in the volunteer clean-up.?*®

“Volunteers of the Victory” from Zaporizhzhia region held a meeting with students

of 9-11%* grades from Melitopol school No. 1, during which they talked about the
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activity of the public organization
and encouraged schoolchildren to
join the ranks of the organization.?®®

Lesson for children from 4 units of
the school camp on the topic: “Knowl-
edge about Children Heroes of the
Great Patriotic War”.2

Movement of the First

As of May 19, 2023, 159 primary
branches of the All-Russian move-
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ment of children and youth “Movement of the First” have been opened in Zapor-
izhzhia region, numbering almost 3,000 children in age from 6 to 18, continuing
he “best traditions of pioneering”.2%? For even greater coverage of the movement, a
training seminar of the “Movement of the First” was held in Moscow for manage-
ment teams, counselors, and leaders of base camps. 137 persons are participat-
ing in the training program, including people from the occupied parts of Ukrainian
South.??

“Movement of the First” actively instills Russian identity and loyalty for the
Russian army among
Ukrainian children. For
example, “Movement of
the First” members held

a “History of Russia” quiz
for children who live in a
temporary accommoda-
tion center as a part of
the implementation of the
federal project “Patriotic
Education of citizens of
the Russian Federation” 2%

Members of the move-
ment from  Melitopol
Multidisciplinary  College
took part in All-Russian military-patriotic educational campaign “Knowledge of He-
roes”, at which children were told about the so-called “Heroes of the Special Military
Operation” and heroes of the Russian Federation.?®®> Members of the movement
in Zaporizhzhia region are involved in the activities of the regional branch of the
“Defenders of the Fatherland” foundation to personally support veterans of the so-
called “Special Military Operation” and families of the fallen soldiers.?6®

In the occupied part of Zaporizhzhia region, a Movement of the First Festival was
held, which was organized during the International Children’s Day. The event was
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attended by people
wearing Russian mili-
tary uniform.?%”

#YugMolodoy
(#Young South)

The #YugMolodoi or-
ganization  continues
their activities on dis-
tributing the Russian
propaganda, and for this purpose they, in particular, began their cooperation with
the organizations of the temporarily occupied Crimea. In the occupied part of
Zaporizhzhia region, the Russian trainers of informal education from Sevastopol
regional training center “SKILL” hosted the “YugMolodoy” personnel school.?%8 Also,
representatives of the movement, together with local activists of the “Young Guard
of the United Russia” branch, held a meeting with representatives of the “United
Russia” party from Krasnodar Krai.?®®

The organization not only spreads the Russian propaganda, but also monitors the
compliance with the prohibition on Hryvnia trading in the temporarily occupied
regions.?’°
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As a part of the “Genera-
tion of the South” project,
students from Zaporizhzhia
region received more than
500 educational magazines
“Knowledge. Heroes” about
“heroes” of the so-called
“Special Military Opera-
tion”.271

“Young Guard of the United Russia”

In the temporarily occupied territory of Kherson region, the regional branch of the
“Young Guard of the United Russia” movement was opened for “citizens” aged from
14 to 35.27? In the temporarily occupied territory of Zaporizhzhia region, the large
party project of “United Russia” called “Za Szambg” (For Szambd) continues its ac-
tive development, which involves children in the popularization of this sport. They
received a uniform from the temporarily occupied city of Sevastopol.?”*

The organization also actively
promotes the instillation of
the Russian identity through
the informal events, where
the Russian symbols are ac-
tively used.

Children’s festive event in the
temporarily occupied city of
Melitopol, organized by the
“Young Guard™”*
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The youth patriotic forum, organized by Kherson branch of the “Young Guard of the United
Russia” in temporarily occupied Henichesk. 27>

Other movements

As a part of the All-Russian volunteer campaign “Winter Forces RSD”, student units
from the temporarily occupied Zaporizhzhia region took part in the “Zaporizhzhia
Forces” campaign in Prymorsk, where throughout the day they helped with cleaning
the surrounding territories and the Central beach.?7®

SAMOPOMCK k.
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MILITARIZATION

CAMPAIGNS IN SUPPORT OF ARMY OF THE RUSSIAN
FEDERATION

Activists of the “Movement of the First” Russian Movement of Children and Youth,
together with the advisor to the director on education of Vynogradove School of
Oleshky municipal district, took part in the All-Russian campaign “Talismans of
kindness” in Kherson region, at which children create amulets for the participants
of the so-called “Special Military Operation”?””

Activists of the “Volunteers of the Victory” movement from the temporarily occu-
pied territory of Zaporizhzhia region sent humanitarian aid to servicemen in the
occupied Tokmak: food, personal hygiene products, coffee, tea, sleeping bags, army
candles and warm clothes.?”®

On the eve of the Victory Day, children from “Voskresenka Secondary School No.
58"27% and members of the young traffic inspectors’ movement “Road Patrol” from
“Kolarivka Secondary School” in Berdyansk Raion took part in the All-Russian cam-
paign “Letter to a Hero”. 280
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#YugMolodoy
activists from the
city of Dniprorudne
write letters to
Russian soldiers??
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Involving of children from “Garmoniya” (“Harmony”) boarding school in supporting “he-
roes” of the so-called “Special Military Operation”.?%*

Activists of the #YugMolodoy and “Young Guard of the United Russia” movements
recorded a video message for servicemen of the Russian federation, and also, to-
gether with the so-called “head of Chernihivka MSA” llona Shchipenko, with the
support of servicemen of the Russian Federation, took part in “Victory Waltz” and
“Commemorative Song at the Bonfire” flash mobs.?8* “Volunteers of the Victory”
from Zaporizhzhia region held a “Support Our Troops” campaign to support Russian
servicemen.®>
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LESSONS OF COURAGE

Employees of the Main Directorate of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian
Federation held a “Lesson of Courage” at Henichesk School No. 2, where they talked
about the history of the May 9 celebration and the All-Russian campaigns “lmmor-
tal Regiment” and “St. George’s Ribbon”.?8 Similar lesson was held at Henichesk
School No. 4, where Russian policemen additionally talked about the “heroes” of the
so-called “Special Military Operation” and showed videos about Russia.?’

A “Lesson of courage” on the topic “Learn from Heroes how to Love the Fatherland”
was held at the open class at Henichesk School No. 1. The head of the “Young Army”
movement of the region Serafim Ivanov, the heads of the “Battle Brotherhood”,
the leader of the regional unit of the “Young Army” Petr Serdyukov, as well as the
veteran of Afghanistan war Igor Telegin, spoke at the event.?®
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As a part of military patriotic education, Melitopol Secondary School No. 24 held
a lesson for the 8™ grade dedicated to the 320" anniversary of the Baltic Fleet.?®

CADET CLASSES

Militarization of children through the specialized cadet classes is only gaining mo-
mentum. On the Children’s Day, the Honor Guard of cadet class students from
Skadovsk School No. 1 took place.?*®

The class of the “Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation in Kherson
Region” of Skadovsk School No. 1 received the uniform from Sergey Mikheev's
foundation with the support of the so-called “Ministry of Youth Policy and Sports in
Kherson region”.2%!

"COSSACKHOOD"

Representatives of Russian Cossackhood also teach Ukrainian children militarism.
On April 9, at Skadovsk Palace of Culture named after Taras Shevchenko, as a part
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of celebration of the Victory Day, representatives of the public organization “Cos-
sack Squad of Kherson Region” involved young people of the region to participate
in All-Russian historical campaign “Dictation of Victory”.2°2

At the House of Culture
in the temporarily occu-
pied city of Skadovsk, the
opening of the mobile
Cossack exhibition “Thank
God we are Cossacks!”
took place, which was
aimed at the “formation
of civic consciousness,
patriotic feelings and
self-awareness as a citi-
zen of the Russian Feder-
ation”. 2%
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As a part of the educational program for schoolchildren in the temporarily occupied
territories of Kherson region, representatives of “Terek Cossackhood of Stavropol
Krai” brought the interactive 3-D museum of historical and cultural heritage of Cos-
sacks from the South of Russia. Children were shown videos of Cossacks’ battles
during the Great Patriotic War in a modern format.2®*

T |

“YOUNG ARMY" (YUNARMIYA)

The “Young Army” movement is actively developing in the occupied parts of the
South. In particular, it is planned to open the House of the Young Army in temporar-
ily occupied Melitopol.?*> Representatives of the so-called “Ministry of Youth Policy
and Sports in Kherson region” regularly organize drill training classes for “Young
Army” members at Skadovsk School No. 1.2%

During the working trip, the First Deputy Head of the Administration of the Presi-
dent of the Russian Federation Sergey Kirienko also visited Henichesk School No. 2,
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in which the regional headquarters of “Young Army” and the regional branch of the
Russian Society “Knowledge” are located.?®” Later, Veronika Mihailova, a student of
the School No. 2, attended the “Tavrida” creative forum in Crimea, where she was
personally invited by Sergey Kirienko during his visit.?%®

“Young Army” members from Kherson®*° and Zaporizhzhia regions®® took part in
All-Russian thematic “Young Army” forum, dedicated to the 7 anniversary of the
founding of the “Young Army” movement in Russia.
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Young Army members of the “Alpha” team of Zaporizhzhia branch took part in the
competitive selection of the “Future commanders’ school”, its prize is a ticket to the
thematic session at the “Artek” camp in 2023.3%

Young Army members from Skadovsk School No. 1, with the support of the so-
called “Ministry of Youth Policy and Sports of Kherson region” took part in the online
meeting with the museum activists and Young Army members from Moscow.3%?
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Participants of the so-called “Special Military Operation” are also involved in work-
ing with children. The “Mirotvorets” security center conducted initial military training
for Young Army members from the temporarily occupied territory of Kherson re-
gion, during which participants of the so-called “Special Military Operation” vividly
explained about ammunition and combat equipment, and gave children the oppor-
tunity to practice the skills of assembling and disassembling a Kalashnikov assault
rifle and a Makarov pistol.3% Also, Young Army members from Skadovsk detach-
ment “Medvedi” (“Bears”) met with the “Hero of Russia” Dmitriy Polkovnikov.>%*
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Cadets of the specialized faculty
of MSU named after A. S. Makaren-
ko and Young Army members of
Zaporizhzhia detachment (“Alpha”
team) took part in campaign on the
occasion of the “United Action Day”,
planting trees near the Monument
to Executed Children in Orlove vil-
lage.*®> Young Army members from
Zaporizhzhia region (“Alpha” team)
and cadets of the specialized faculty
of MSU named after A. S. Makarenko
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joined the “Under the Banner of Victory” campaign, raising the flag of the Russian
Federation and the Soviet flag on the territory of the institution.3°®

“United Action Day” in Orlove village.>*”

On May 8, as a part of the sports-patriotic campaign “With no statute of limita-
tions”, a friendly volleyball game was held in Chaplynka Raion with the participation
of Young Army members’ team in memory of Georgy Malchenko - a hero of the
Great Patriotic War.3%®
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Initiations to the ranks of Young Army were held in Henichesk Schools No. 2°%° and
No. 3,30 Skadovsk Schools No. 33! and No. 1,32 Prymorsk School,*'® Krasnian-
ske®* and Henichesk. In temporarily occupied Henichesk, children were accepted
into Young Army by participants of the so-called “Special Military Operation” - rep-
resentatives of the Russian Guard, as well as veterans from “Battle Brotherhood” 3*>
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&

Initiation in Krasniansk3®

HISTORICAL MEMORY AS THE INSTRUMENT FOR
MILITARIZATION

Occupation administrations of Zaporizhzhia and Kherson regions are actively ex-
ploiting the topic of the Great Patriotic War to re-educate Ukrainian citizens and
teach them “correct history”. In April, students of Henichesk School No. 4%V7 and
Novotroitske Center of Children’s and Youth Creativity, Young Army detachment
“Fakel”, as well as “Mothers’ Union” from Novotroitske municipal district,>'® joined
All-Russian campaign “Garden of Memory” to preserve the “historical memory about
the victory and the feats of the peoples of Russia in the Great Patriotic War3'° A
similar tree-planting campaign was also held in “Shchaslyvtseve School” in memory
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of the liberation of Arabat Spit and was aimed at the "formation and support of a
patriotic worldview among the citizens of Russia” 32°

At School No. 3, in temporarily occupied Skadovsk, a presentation-report “Young
Guard - a feat, which we will remember forever” was held with the aim of cultiva-
tion of patriotism, civic consciousness, respect for the “national history and tradi-
tions of the peoples of the Russian Federation” 32!

On June 22, temporarily occupied Skadovsk hosted All-Russian campaign “Fiery im-
ages of war” for the first time. An inscription “June 22, Skadovsk, Kherson remem-
bers” was made with candles.>?? The same campaign was also held in temporarily
occupied cities of Henichesk®?* and Melitopol. 3%
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