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In the occupied territories, the Russian Federation continues to use edu-
cation to destroy Ukrainian identity, militarize the youth, and justify mili-
tary actions on the territory of Ukraine.
 
In June 2022, a number of events aimed at forming Russian identity 
among young people took place in occupied Crimea, in particular the 
“Great Russian Word” festival and summer camps for children. The Rus-
sian Federation continues to use school education to promote the “Rus-
sian World” concept. For example, it is planned to include the topic “Rec-
ognition of the DPR and LPR by Russia” in the history program for the 9th 
grade. In addition, the “Zemsky Teacher” program continues to be im-
plemented, through which ideologically motivated teachers from various 
regions of the Russian Federation come to the territory of the peninsula. 
Such transfer of teachers to the territory of Crimea is part of the colonial 
policy of the Russian Federation.

The militarization of the youth of occupied Crimea does not stop either. 
In June, the occupation authorities of the peninsula continued to hold 
thematic actions, training, parades and other types of events in which 
children who are participants of youth movements, such as Yunarmiya, 
and students of cadet and other specialized classes were involved.
 
In the occupied territories of the Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions, the 
Russian authorities are trying to implement the “Crimean scenario” of 
imposing Russian identity. They remove Ukrainian textbooks and books 
from schools and libraries, and given instead Russian books with a “po-
litically correct” interpretation of history. They force the administration 
and teachers of educational institutions to switch to Russian standards, 
using various methods, including intimidation and threats. The occupa-
tion authorities appoint loyal people to the senior positions and issue 
Russian-style documents to students of schools and institutions of high-
er education.
 
Taken as a whole, these actions of the occupation authorities are aimed 
at destroying the Ukrainian nation in the occupied territories as such and 
creating motivation for the population of the occupied territories to to 
serve in the armed forces of the Russian Federation voluntarily.

SUMMARY
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These actions of Russia violate the following international norms:

 ● Article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which es-
tablishes that education shall be directed to the full development 
of the human personality and to the strengthening of respect for 
human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote under-
standing, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial or reli-
gious groups;1

 ● Article 13 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights, which also raises the issue of education;2

 ● Article 20 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
which stipulates that any propaganda for war must be prohibited 
by law;3

Article 29 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which indicates 
that the education of the child shall be directed to the preparation of the 
child for responsible life in a free society, in the spirit of understanding, 
peace, tolerance, equality of sexes, and friendship among all peoples, 
ethnic, national and religious groups and persons of indigenous origin;4   
   
Articles 38 and 39 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which are 
aimed at protecting children in wartime;5

Article 50 of the Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons 
in Time of War (Fourth Geneva Convention), which prohibits the occupying 
power, in particular, from enlisting children in the formations or organiza-
tions subordinate to it, as well as Article 51, which prohibits propaganda 
for service in the army of the country which has occupied the territory.6

METHODOLOGY

This monitoring report covers the period from 1 June to 30 June 2022.

Fields of research are the following: the militarization of children in the 
occupied territories, involvement of children in actions aimed at support-
ing the so-called special operation in Ukraine, destruction of Ukrainian 
identity, assimilation of the population of the occupied territories, de-
struction of the Ukrainian education system.

Geography: temporarily occupied territories of the Autonomous Republic of 
Crimea and the city of Sevastopol, the Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions.

source5

source6

source1

source2

source3

source4

https://www.unicef-irc.org/php/Thesaurus/Glossary_Display.php?PoPuP=No&GLOSS_ID=105
https://www.unicef-irc.org/php/Thesaurus/Glossary_Display.php?PoPuP=No&GLOSS_ID=289
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Treaty.xsp?action=openDocument&documentId=AE2D398352C5B028C12563CD002D6B5C
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/Treaty.xsp?action=openDocument&documentId=AE2D398352C5B028C12563CD002D6B5C
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/INTRO/380
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-cultural-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child
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Monitoring is based on the information from the following sources:

 ● governmental bodies of Ukraine;

 ● reports of non-governmental organizations;

 ● open sources of temporarily occupied territories, namely:

information posted on official websites and official pages in 
social networks (including VKontakte network) of the so-called 
Ministry of Education of the temporarily occupied territory;

official statistical data of the Russian Federation;

information posted on the websites of secondary schools in 
the temporarily occupied territories;

local mass media publications of the temporarily occupied 
part of the Kherson, Zaporizhzhia regions, the Autonomous 
Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol;

information published in social networks.

Limitations of the methodology:

In this research, the authors used only the sources available to them. 
Work with sources and analysis of information continued until 30 June  
2022.

Information and reports that could not be verified as of the date of pub-
lication of the monitoring report were not included in it.

While preparing the report, the authors used data from the Vkontakte 
social network. This is due to the fact that after the full-scale invasion of 
the Russian Federation on the territory of Ukraine, most of the informa-
tion of the representatives of the occupation authorities was published in 
this social network, and thus, the search there is actually the only possi-
ble source of access to it.

The information is presented in the report to record the crimes of the 
Russian Federation and combat disinformation spread by it.
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TEMPORARILY OCCUPIED TERRITORIES OF 
THE AUTONOMOUS REPUBLIC OF CRIMEA 
AND THE CITY OF SEVASTOPOL

Although June marks the end of the academic year in schools, education-
al institutions in Crimea continue to play a significant role in the assimi-
lation of children on the occupied peninsula, the destruction of Ukrainian 
identity, the promotion of support for the war in Ukraine, and the encour-
agement of voluntary service in the army of the occupying power.

School teachers and the administration of educational institutions play 
an essential role in these processes. Vladimir Konstantinov, the so-called 
head of the State Council of the Republic of Crimea, emphasizes this in 
his public speeches:

Today, teachers find themselves at the forefront of the struggle for 
the Russian world. Their students of today are our citizens of tomor-
row. The children will live with what is going to be put in their heads. 
And then the whole of our society will live with it.” 7

.
In order to fulfill its goal of creating “universal soldiers” from Ukrainian 
children in the occupied territories, who will not feel connected to the 
Ukrainian state, will not have critical thinking skills, and will be relayers 
of Russian propaganda, the Russian Federation continues to colonize the 
peninsula with educators from the territory of Russia, who are active 
agents of the “Russian world” concept.

Thus, at the end of May, the competition commission approved the rat-
ing list of applicants for the “Zemsky Teacher” program.8 And already in 
June, the selected candidates had the opportunity to come to get to know 
the director and the school for the further conclusion of an employment 
contract.9

This transfer of teachers leads to cultural assimilation in the occupied 
territories and continues the trends that began in 2014 after the occu-
pation of Crimea and certain districts of Luhansk and Donetsk regions. In 
this way, the Russian Federation is actually trying to cut off children from 
the Ukrainian educational environment, and these teachers become an 
instrument in violating Articles 24, 94 of the Convention relative to the 
Protection of Civilian Persons in Times of War.10

8 source

archive

9 source

archive

source10

7 source

archive

https://zemteacher.apkpro.ru/conditions
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Zi3GDFL2FqakMKfaFxqtXvTGqJnHajZT/view?usp=sharing
https://vk.com/sevobrazovanie?w=wall-177557250_13970
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SO1QQ0l3_dK_IqtGaQ66qEBImHVXfbw6/view?usp=sharing
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl.nsf/INTRO/380
https://m.vk.com/wall608829078_4875
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cnKxBVS1JdZohNp4TrdWn5h4vIaTYhbk/view?usp=sharing
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Today, teachers remain the primary agents of the Russian world concept 
for children and youth. Thus, within the framework of the “Great Russian 
Word” festival, which took place on 6-12 June, the concept of the Russian 
World was discussed. The Russian language, as an element of colonialist 
policy, plays in it a central role.11 According to the information V. Kon-
stantinov published on his page, teachers from the occupied territories 
of Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhya, and Kherson regions also attended 
the event.12

In addition, the Russian authorities continue to use textbooks to form a 
distorted interpretation of historical events. Thus, in June, information 
appeared about the inclusion of the topic “Recognition of the DPR and 
LPR by Russia” in the textbooks of Russian history for the 9th grade.13

11 source

archive

12 source

archive

13 source

archive

Revival of the country since the 2000s  
(3rd part)

The Russian Federation at the beginning of the 21st 
century: On the Way to Restore and Strengthen the 
Country. Inauguration of the President of the Rus-
sian Federation V.V. Putin. Restoration of the unified 
legal space of the country. Economic integration 
in the post-Soviet space. Fight against terrorism. 
Strengthening the Armed Forces of the Russian 
Federation. Priority national projects.

Restoration of Russia’s leading positions in interna-
tional relations. Relations with the US and the EU.

Reunification of Crimea with Russia. Crimea as 
a part of the Russian state in the 20th century in 
1991–2014. The coup d’état in Kyiv in February 
2014. The Declaration of Independence of the Au-
tonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sev-
astopol (March 11, 2014). Signing of the Agree-
ment on the Accession of the Republic of Crimea 
to the Russian Federation and on Forming New 
Constituent Entities within the Russian Federation. 
Federal constitutional law of March 21, 2014 on 
the Accession of the Republic of Crimea to the Rus-
sian Federation and on Forming New Constituent 
Entities within the Russian Federation, the Republic 
of Crimea and the City of Sevastopol.

https://vk.com/va.konstantinov?fbclid=IwAR0PEwEzY-U2Mx-ebLXJ6GlIHD3WMIBVMnK_DaqxKDKfjnIhR6MkeQSD7Iw&w=wall608829078_4942
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D7Pw2o5OS6OPWMNBzFu42N1sMAUXV3GM/view?usp=sharing
https://m.vk.com/wall608829078_4875
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O2Mf5DcURLUfdjimQv_bpNuNjy9IGvjh/view?usp=sharing
https://edsoo.ru/Primernaya_rabochaya_programma_osnovnogo_obschego_obrazovaniya_uchebnogo_modulya_Vvedenie_v_Novejshuyu_istoriyu_Rossii_Proekt_.htm
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HvNtwUzg3fJjwl1ae4DZ_mX0XF6n3goV/view?usp=sharing
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At the same time, scientific circles within the occupational authorities 
continue to work on rewriting history and using it to promote Russian 
narratives. Thus, on 16 June, the Crimean Federal University held an open 
lecture devoted to “Problems of interpreting modern history and counter-
ing attempts to falsify the history of the Great Patriotic War.”14 Deputy 
Chairman of the State Council of the Republic of Crimea Vladimir Bobkov 
acted as a speaker.

The statements about the need for higher education in the Russian Fed-
eration to withdraw from the Bologna system also included the inten-
tions to finally sever ties with the European academic and scientific com-
munity.

At the extended meeting of the RF State Duma Committee on Science 
and Higher Education, V. Konstantinov voiced his opinion on Russia’s with-
drawal from the Bologna system. In his opinion, “it should be replaced not 
by a slightly renewed variation, but by a fundamentally different system 
that provides for the integration of all levels of education into a single 
complex, regulated by common federal standards. It is necessary to re-
turn students to the classroom, increase the volume of practical work, 
and the state should become a full-fledged contracting authority for the 
training of specialists.” 15

14 source

archive

15 source

archive

The reunification of Crimea with Russia, its signifi-
cance and international consequences.

The Russian Federation at the present stage. 
The main directions of national projects in 2019-
2024 are “Human capital”, “Comfortable environ-
ment for life”, “Economic growth”. Development of 
family policies. Promotion of sports and a healthy 
lifestyle. Russia in the fight against the coronovi-
rus pandemic. Implementation of major economic 
projects (construction of the Crimean Bridge, pipe-
lines “Power of Siberia” and “Nord Stream”, etc.). 
Support for gifted children in Russia (educational 
center “Sirius”, etc.).

All-Russian vote on amendments to the Constitu-
tion of Russia (2020).

Recognition of the DPR and LPR by Russia (2022)

INTRODUCTION TO THE MODERN HISTORY OF 
RUSSIA

https://vk.com/vernadskycfu?w=wall-169244143_7433
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qRm0eZnzhHdqqrLP9WMzRdZgUdjPYzza/view?usp=sharing
https://vk.com/va.konstantinov?fbclid=IwAR0PEwEzY-U2Mx-ebLXJ6GlIHD3WMIBVMnK_DaqxKDKfjnIhR6MkeQSD7Iw
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vCDybUTEai0yMoXQuD3Iyum2_MPvCD5f/view?usp=sharing
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Anzhelika Luchinkina, the vice-rector of the Crimean Engineering and 
Pedagogical University named after Yakubov, also supports the with-
drawal from the Bologna system.16 According to her, the transition to the 
Bologna system of higher education led to an outflow of promising stu-
dents from Russia and, as a result, to a shortage of qualified personnel.

The abolition of the Bologna system and the creation of a system that 
would integrate all education into a single complex will create an even 
more significant gap between the educational space of the govern-
ment-controlled Ukraine and the occupied territories.

It will also make it impossible to pass the attestation for the recognition 
of acquired qualifications, learning outcomes, and learning periods in the 
higher education system obtained in the temporarily occupied territory 
of Ukraine after February 20, 2014. Currently, this procedure is tied to 
the recognition of the learning load, which is determined by ECTS credits. 
Therefore, this process will be impossible for all future graduates of high-
er education institutions who studied in the occupied territories.

“PATRIOTIC” EVENTS IN CRIMEA  
IN JUNE 2022

Any memorable date in Crimea is now used to promote support for the 
war waged by the Russian Federation against Ukraine.

Such actions are a violation of the norms of international law. Namely, 
Article 1 of the UN Charter17 establishes the following goal: “To maintain 
international peace and security, and to that end: to take effective col-
lective measures for the prevention and removal of threats to the peace, 
and for the suppression of acts of aggression or other breaches of the 
peace, and to bring about by peaceful means, and in conformity with the 
principles of justice and international law, adjustment or settlement of 
international disputes or situations which might lead to a breach of the 
peace.” In addition, Article 436 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine enshrines 
responsibility for the propaganda of war. Such actions include:

 ● public calls to an aggressive war or an armed conflict;

 ● production of materials with calls to commit such actions for distri-
bution purposes or distribution of such materials.

source17

16 source

archive

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/995_010#Text
https://crimea.ria.ru/20220610/kak-bolonskaya-sistema-povliyala-na-ottok-studentov-iz-rossii--mnenie-1123504704.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RTToWfzT03lnMjy0euvQEILOHSUGcKZ9/view?usp=sharing
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Understanding that the occupiers do not take into consideration the crim-
inal legislation of Ukraine, one can pay attention to the fact that the 
Criminal Code of the Russian Federation also enshrines responsibility for 
propaganda of war, therefore the actions of the occupiers can be quali-
fied under Article 354 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation.18

Thus, on 1 June, on Children’s Day, the so-called head of the Republic of 
Crimea stated:

Today, we remember the children of Donbas who died and suffered 
from the aggression of Ukrainian Nazism. The special military op-
eration is also about protecting children, about creating a safe and 
happy future for them, in which there will be no place for fear and 
hatred.” 19

In June, a number of activities aimed at forming “Russian patriotic con-
sciousness” among children took place. Among them are the campaigns 
“windows of Russia”, “candle of memory”, “minute of silence”, “garden of 
memory”, etc.

Thus, on 3-9 June, a competition of kindergartens of the city of Sevas-
topol was held for the best flash mob “together we are a great power, 
together we are the country of Russia.” More than 1,000 preschoolers 
took part in the competition.20

source18

19 source

archive

20 source

archive

http://profirk.ru/statja-354-publichnye-prizyvy-k-razvjazyvaniju/
https://vk.com/aksenovrk?w=wall535871340_342094
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h21x8AkOhA_W607zn3fNbZ1YbixP_o_L/view?usp=sharing
https://vk.com/sevobrazovanie?w=wall-177557250_14337
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rj6-5-StgjPrRyv6TsjZlEjlw32kExpm/view?usp=sharing
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Russian culture, in particular cinema, is actively used to destroy Ukrainian 
identity. For example, on 10 June, within the framework of the Associ-
ation of Student Patriotic Clubs “I’m Proud”, the All-Russian Youth Film 
Performance dedicated to the celebration of Russia Day took place.21 The 
goal set by the organizers of the event was the patriotic education of 
young people through the demonstration of domestic feature films. A 
war-themed film was chosen for screening.  

Active militarization of the peninsula continues with a focus on support-
ing the war waged by Russia in Ukraine.

Thus, on 15 June, the Crimean Patriot Center prepared an image com-
paring Soviet soldiers of the Second World War, Russian soldiers of the 
Russian-Ukrainian war, and cadets of the Yunarmiya movement.22

21 source

archive

22 source

archive

Bayda Mariia Karpovna
For courage and heroism 
shown in battles with the 
Nazi invaders, she was 
awarded the title of Hero  
of the Soviet Union 

Nimchenko Yuriy Petrovich
For heroism, courage, bravery 
and dedication shown in 
the performance of military 
duty during a special military 
operation in Ukraine, he was 
awarded the title of Hero of 
the Russian Federation 

lushko Lilia Sergeievna
For the implementation 
of socially significant 
initiatives she was 
awarded the badge “Hot 
Heart”

https://vk.com/sevsu?w=wall-91182781_19480
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gEZ5jH0x1VDyAu0JhV0kPwoPhbZu4EUA/view?usp=sharing
http://tinyurl.com/2bgn8v5x
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16o5-VJ0AxcoESs7MbgLo8TjRJ2JDEIi7/view?usp=sharing
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23 source

archive

24 source

archive

On the eve of 22 June, in the village of Aromat, Bakhchisarai district, a 
memorial sign was opened after reconstruction at the place of a mass 
grave. At the opening, cadets of the Yunarmiya had the guard of honor 
near the memorial.23

From 20 to 25 June, the “Young Defender of the Fatherland” military-pa-
triotic meeting was held at the base of the “Zavodske” airfield.24 About 
60 participants from among the members of the military-patriotic clubs 
of Crimea, cadets, and young soldiers attended the meeting. During the 
event, the participants learned the basics of military affairs, and com-
pleted a course of drill, general physical, mountain, and fire training.

According to Sergey 
Havrilchuk, head of the 
Regional Headquarters 
of the All-Russian mil-
itary-patriotic public 
movement “YUNARM-
IYA”, the main goal 
of the event is to 
educate a citizen of 
Russia.

https://vk.com/va.konstantinov?fbclid=IwAR0PEwEzY-U2Mx-ebLXJ6GlIHD3WMIBVMnK_DaqxKDKfjnIhR6MkeQSD7Iw&w=wall608829078_5407
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J7t-sZPx_Bxb3wuzt5p74E6Qoc44aPvv/view?usp=sharing
http://tinyurl.com/2eanassd
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_YFjvjFAi5AYdfFTragidcODgiwP9r6O/view?usp=sharing
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On 28 June, a parade of Crimean cadet classes took place in Simferopol 
on the territory of Zavodske Airport. More than 300 students of cadet 
classes of 14 general education organizations from 7 municipal entities 
took part in the parade.25 25 source

archive

https://vk.com/monmrk?w=wall-148027165_3587
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18o8ZkhM-kRsBQJFuZXHXphU358WnfkLx/view?usp=sharing
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SUMMER CAMPS AS ANOTHER WEAPON OF 
THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

It has already become the tradition that the Russian authorities, together 
with the occupation administration, continue to use summer camps for 
the formation of Russian identity among children in occupied Crimea. 
Thus, according to the information of the so-called Ministry of Education 
of Crimea, it is planned that in the summer of 2022, about 5,000,000 
children, including children from the occupied Donetsk and Luhansk re-
gions, will have rest in the “Artek”, “Orlyonok”, “Okean” and “Smena” chil-
dren’s centers alone.26

In general, Crimean summer camps are actively used for the assimila-
tion of children from other occupied territories of Ukraine, in particular, 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions.27 For example, on 22 June, there began 
the profile summer camp “Historical Heritage of Russia – the Hero City 
of Sevastopol”28 for 150 children aged 14-17 from the occupied Luhansk 
region. The camp includes a cultural and patriotic program. The situation 
is similar in other summer camps. 

26 source

archive

27 source

archive

28 source

archive

TEMPORARILY OCCUPIED TERRITORIES 
OF THE KHERSON AND ZAPORIZHZHIA 
REGIONS

In the temporarily occupied territories, the Russian Federation actively 
continues to implement the “Crimean scenario” in the field of education 
and culture. Representatives of the authorities of the Russian Federation, 
the occupation authorities of the Zaporizhia and Kherson regions, and 
the occupation authorities of Crimea, including V. Konstantinov, openly 
declare this:

The development of the liberated territories is largely based 
on the Crimean model. In the same way, as in Crimea, the presi-
dent confirmed his confidence that everything was done correctly, in 
accordance with the will of the Crimeans, the future of the liberated 
territories will also depend on the choice of their residents. And even 
Ukraine, or rather, what will be left of it in the end, can go away and 
play with the EU, as long as there is no threat to us from its terri-
tory.» 29

29 source

archive

https://vk.com/monmrk?w=wall-148027165_3519
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uUyALMuI8wYcyRdRHgWWFRCQdrTf0PHw/view?usp=sharing
https://vk.com/monmrk?w=wall-148027165_3512
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1usaCCwaiqxDyEg-x8u-Oidna3Idgn86S/view?usp=sharing
https://vk.com/sevsu?w=wall-91182781_19577
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18RKW9u2_ADXk3d1dZZ0kqPy0SCsdo_Vn/view?usp=sharing
https://vk.com/va.konstantinov?fbclid=IwAR0PEwEzY-U2Mx-ebLXJ6GlIHD3WMIBVMnK_DaqxKDKfjnIhR6MkeQSD7Iw&w=wall608829078_5343
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fqD5YmoLC8JPjJBEbA-UGnL-tlWoMqS2/view?usp=sharing
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30 source

archive

31 source

archive

32 source

archive

33 source

archive

One of the iessential steps that the Russian Federation needs to take in 
order to transform the education system in the newly occupied territories 
into a tool for Russian propaganda and the destruction of Ukrainian iden-
tity is the formation of a teaching staff loyal to the occupation authori-
ties, which will relay Russian narratives to children.

In order to achieve this, the process of retraining teachers of the Kher-
son and Zaporizhzhia regions to teach according to Russian standards 
is essential. In general, by 1 September 2022, the occupation authori-
ties plan to retrain in occupied Crimea 20,000 teachers of various spe-
cialties. 30,31,32

Thus, from 6 to 8 June, teachers from the Kherson and Zaporizhzhia 
regions took part in a seminar for teachers of Russian language and 
literature within the framework of the “Great Russian Word” festival in 
Crimea, during which training in methods of teaching Russian language 
and literature took place,33 and already on 23 June, 70 educators from 
the occupied territories of the Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions took 
part in the seminar “Implementation of state policy in the field of edu-
cation. Experience of the Republic of Crimea” dedicated to the transition 
to Russian educational standards.34,35,36 On 27 June, representatives of 
the Ministry of Education, Science and Youth of the Republic of Crimea 
and even the trade union of public education and science workers of the 
Russian Federation gave lectures for the participants of the seminar. A 
seminar was also held in Yevpatoria for heads of educational institutions 
in the occupied parts of the Zaporizhzhia and Kherson regions. S. Aksenov 
also attended the seminar.37 In addition, 28 teachers from Melitopol at-
tended a 4-day seminar in the Moscow region,38 and another group was 
trained in Yevpatoria.39

At the end of June, teachers of the occupied parts of the Kherson re-
gion will start receiving invitations for retraining in temporarily occupied 
Crimea:40
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In general, the transfer of education to Russian standards is cur-
rently one of the main tasks of the occupiers.41

It is important to note that a significant part of school administration 
and teaching staff refuses to cooperate with the occupation authorities 
and to transfer educational institutions to Russian standards. For exam-
ple, according to Anton Gerashchenko, out of 60 principals of Kherson 
schools, only two agreed to switch to Russian programs starting from  
1 September. 42

V. Konstantinov also stated about the refusal of the administrations of 
educational institutions to cooperate with the occupation authorities: 

The school principal is their battalion commander. This person is on 
the front lines. And when our officials gathered a meeting with school 
principals on the organization of the Day of 1 September, 80% of the 

41 source

archive

42 source

archive

https://t.me/VGA_Skadovsk/211
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eYwl4FDGW2tJeL0n0tCsS36ASBixHUX1/view?usp=sharing
https://t.me/Pravda_Gerashchenko/23922
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YGnUbt8emjknNhMq2MSUiyOriZQL3U23/view?usp=sharing


“UNIVERSAL SOLDIER”
or education as a weapon of Russia in the occupied south of Ukraine 17

principals stood up and left. We should not persuade them to return 
but replace them with our own combatants!” 43

The occupation authorities resort to various methods of ensuring this 
transfer of education to Russian programs, including intimidation, kid-
napping, manipulation, encouragement, and replacement of heads of 
educational institutions with those loyal to the Russian Federation. One 
of the methods of pressure is that the employees of educational institu-
tions receive letters in which, with reference to the IV Geneva Convention 
and in order to “prevent a humanitarian catastrophe”, the military-civilian 
administration of Kherson requires educators to ensure the educational 
process in the occupied territories, threatening to apply sanctions in case 
of refusal.44

Another widespread method is the replacement of the administration 
of educational institutions. Thus, the occupation authorities appointed 
Eduard Voloshchuk as vice-rector of Kherson State University.45 School 
principals were replaced in Kakhovka,46 Berdyansk,47 and other cities. The 
process of selecting candidates for the positions of principals and heads 
of kindergartens began in Kherson.48

The importance of influencing children’s consciousness through education 
is also demonstrated by the fact that the occupation authorities in the 
Zaporizhzhia region threaten to deprive those residents of their parental 
rights whose children will not attend schools in the occupied territories in 
the new school year. 49,50,51,52  Such actions are unacceptable in the sense 
of Article 27 of the Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Per-
sons in Time of War,53 which states that protected persons are entitled in 
all circumstances to respect for their persons, their honour, their family 
rights, and they shall be protected especially against all acts of violence 
or threats thereof.

Another action to influence children’s consciousness is to strengthen the 
interaction between the youth of the occupied territories of the Zapor-
izhzhia, Kherson, Luhansk, Donetsk regions, and Crimea. Thus, on 10 
June, a telebridge was held on the topic “Development of youth policy in 
the territory of the LPR, DPR, Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions”, during 
which representatives of the Council of Presidents of Student Self-Gov-
ernment under the Head of the Republic of Crimea and the Youth Govern-
ment of the Republic of Crimea with children and youth from the Donetsk, 
Luhansk, Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions discussed cooperation in the 
field of youth policy and student self-governance.54 The appointment of 
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people loyal to the Russian Federation to positions related to youth de-
velopment speaks of the importance of the influence of the occupation 
authorities on education and youth policies. For example, Viktor Georgiev, 
who has already received a Russian passport, was appointed director of 
the Kherson Palace of Youth and Students.55

The Russian authorities also continue to import “correct” literature into 
the occupied regions to influence the minds of children through culture.56

THE END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR

In June, the educational  process took place in some educational institu-
tions in the occupied territories. In the middle of June, information began 
to appear about the need for students who did not attend classes in the 
spring to come to school for testing, the results of which will be used 
while taking the decision about their transfer to the next grade.57

Such actions of the occupation authorities directly contradict the pro-
visions of Article 38 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child,58 
which states that following their obligations under international human-
itarian law to protect the civilian population in armed conflicts, States 
Parties shall take all feasible measures to ensure protection and care of 
children who are affected by an armed conflict. Since the learning process 
in conditions of war, directly in an educational institution, endangers the 
life and health of participants in the educational process, it is worth re-
fraining from such actions.

In addition, the Russian authorities began to issue Russian certificates 
and diplomas in the occupied territories. 

Thus, students of schools in the city of Berdyansk had to pass a mul-
ti-test and submit an application in order to receive Russian-style school 
leaving certificates. 59,60,61

In Melitopol, school graduates also received Russian-style certificates, as 
well as Russian medals. Thus, on 29 June, the news appeared that the 
Head of the Federal Service for Supervision in the Field of Education and 
Science, Anzor Muzaev, issued the first Russian-style certificates to the 
graduates of Secondary Comprehensive School No. 15.62 In total, 4,400 
certificates for grades 9 and 11 were delivered to the school, including 
400 certificates with honors and medals for them. In total, the Federal 
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Service for Supervision in the Field of Education and Science brought to 
Melitopol 20,000 Russian-style school certificate forms, as well as the 
equipment used to print certificates.63

The situation is different in the Kherson region. On 7 June, the head of the 
Kherson Regional Department of Education, Tetyana Kuzmych, said that 
Kherson graduates in 2022 will receive Ukraine-style certificates, and the 
next generations will receive Russian ones. In this matter, they plan to 
repeat the experience of Crimea in 2014.64

MELITOPOL IS AN EXEMPLARY “LIBERATED” 
CITY

Since the beginning of the occupation, the newly appointed educational 
administration of Melitopol, including the director of the city’s Depart-
ment of Education and Science, Olena Shapurova, began to actively co-
operate with the Russian authorities: to restore the educational process 
using various methods, including intimidation, 65,66 to transfer education 
to Russian standards, to carry out measures aimed at supporting the 
actions of the occupiers.

On 27 May, Melitopol State University was established in Melitopol on 
the basis of Melitopol Agrarian University, Melitopol Pedagogical Univer-
sity, Berdyansk Pedagogical University, and Melitopol Classical Private 
University.67 The educational system of the university will be adapted to 
the Russian one, and all students and teachers (just as it happened in 
Crimea) will automatically become students and teachers of the newly 
established university and receive Russian-style diplomas. 68,69

There is also a decrease in the number of schools, which can be explained 
by the decrease in the population of the occupied territory.70

Educational institutions in Melitopol are already actively used for the for-
mation of Russian identity among Ukrainian children. Thus, on 6 June, the 
occupation authorities involved children of the city in the celebration of 
the day of the Russian language, held in the in Gorky library, during which 
children wrote dictation in Russian.71
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On Russia Day, 12 June, the Minister of Education Sergey Kravtsov visited 
Melitopol on a working trip. He met with educators and school graduates. 
During the meetings, attention was paid to improving the qualifications 
of teachers and involving children in the activities of Russian chil-
dren’s movements.72

Graduates in Melitopol received Russian-style certificates and medals.73,74 

The fact that the the Chairman of the State Duma Committee on Edu-
cation Olga Kazakova congratulated the graduates of Melitopol schools 
speaks of special attention to Melitopol.75
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Starting from 1 September 2022, in Melitopol, it is planned to start 
teaching in Russian, according to the 5-point grading system.76 The Min-
ister of Education of the Russian Federation Serger Kravtsov came to 
the city to transfer the education system in the Zaporizhzhia region to 
Russian standards.77  The main purpose of the visit of the representatives 
of the Ministry of Education of the Russian Federation was to prepare the 
education system of the Zaporizhzhia region to work with new curricula 
and programs starting from 1 September 2022, to update the material 
and technical support of educational institutions and to attract highly 
qualified personnel to work according to Russian standards.78

The cultural space of the city continues to be replaced. Thus, the city’s 
libraries received several thousand books: classics of Russian literature, 
historical publications, military literature, and books for children of school 
and primary school age.79  Through literature, the occupation authorities 
continue the policy of destroying the Ukrainian identity of children and 
creating a “universal Russian citizen”. 

The children of the city are encouraged to integrate more deeply into the 
Russian educational space. Thus, 500 schoolchildren got the opportunity 
to go to children’s health centers in occupied Crimea, the program of 
which, as mentioned above, is aimed at forming children as patriots of 
the Russian Federation.80

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADMISSION TO 
INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
OFFERED BY THE RUSSIAN AUTHORITIES

For the occupied territories of the Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions, the 
Russian authorities and the occupation administration provide benefits 
for admission to the territory of the Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions, 
Crimea, as well as in some institutions of higher education of the Russian 
Federation. The main purpose of these benefits is to leave the youth of 
the occupied territories in these territories or within the territory of the 
Russian Federation. In order to achieve this, hotlines have been launched 
to advise children about admission, and at Sevastopol State University, 
courses for applicants from the Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions start-
ed, which prepare Ukrainian graduates for admission to Russian institu-
tions of higher education.81
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In addition, graduates from the Kherson83 and Zaporizhzhia84 regions will 
be able to enter Russian and Crimean higher education institutions in 
2022 under special quotas, which include the provision of a budget-fund-
ed place, a place in a dormitory, and scholarship. 

The information leaflets are distributed among graduates in the Kherson 
region about the possibility of admission to Russian universities and uni-
versities in occupied Crimea under the simplified system.

In addition, in order to encourage graduates to enter universities on the 
territory of the Russian Federation, the occupation authorities announced 
that alumni excellent students of Melitopol schools who plan to enter 
leading Russian universities will be granted Russian citizenship without 
waiting in the queue.85
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Thus, the newly created Melitopol State University invites applicants to 
study free of charge.82
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